
Sunderland East Area Committee 
 
21st July 2010. 
 
Report of the Office of the Chief Executive 
 
Influencing Practice, Policy and Strategy 
 
1.  Why has it come to Committee? 
1.1. This report offers Members the opportunity for consultation on plans and strategies 

relevant to the Sunderland East area. It also provides information and updates which will 
encourage Members to feed into proposals for service or policy change and facilitates 
the referral of outcomes of issues previously identified. 
 
At the May Area Committee meeting members agreed not to select Child Poverty as a 
top priority, however they were very interested in being involved in the consultation 
exercise for the Strategy and agreed to receive information updates on a quarterly basis, 
via the e-bulletin and to be consulted on the Child Poverty Strategy in July 2010.   
 
Background information relating to Child Poverty in the East Area is attached in Annex 1.    

  
2. Recommendation(s)   
2.1 Members are requested to consider the Draft Child Poverty Strategy which is currently 

out for consultation and to participate in the consultation process to ensure that the 
Strategy will effectively address the Child Poverty needs of the East Area. 

 
3. Information and Updates 
3.1 Consultation Diary 
 

Members have requested the commissioning of a variety of studies to support the 
delivery of the Sunderland East Local Area Plan and more recently, the focus on key 
priorities where Area Committee can make a real difference at a local level. 
 
Members are requested to note the City’s consultation diary which provides information 
regarding all consultations currently taking place and those already completed. As an 
example the following consultations are currently underway, further information is 
available from www.sunderland.gov.uk/consultation : 
 
Consultation Start Date End Date 
Childcare Sufficiency Assessment  
To find out more about parents/carers views on childcare 
currently available in the City.  Parents will be asked about 
the childcare they currently use or would like to whilst they 
work, train or study.  This will help the council to better 
understand and plan services to meeting changing needs of 
families in the City.   
 
Contact:  Judith.walker@sunderland.gov.uk  

25/06/10 17/09/10 

Connexions:  Ongoing customer evaluation. 
To obtain information from customers on their experience of 
the service, whether it met their needs and soft outcomes 
i.e. did the advice make a difference for them.  
 

01/01/10  31/07/10 



Contact:  d.smith@connexions-tw.co.uk  
 

Family, Adult and Community Learning, Learner Voice.   
To gather views from current and non current learners 
within the city on their learning journey, along with how to 
improve and development FACL curriculum offer to attract 
more people into learning.   
 
Contact:  Judith.allen@sunderland.gov.uk  

01/01/10 31/07/10  

Community Spirit Summer Survey and Discussion 
Groups 
The survey focuses on what resident’s think makes a 
‘successful neighbourhood’.  In 2008, the council and it’s 
partners set out ambitious plans for Sunderland to achieve 
by 2025, having listened to the views of local people.  The 
aim is for the people of Sunderland to have a healthy, safe 
and more prosperous future.  However, in order to make 
sure we reach this aim in the current economic climate we 
want to make sure we understand what makes a 
‘successful neighbourhood’ and are starting the 
consultation with members of Community Spirit.  
 
Contact:  consultation@sunderland.gov.uk  

24/05/10  02/08/10  

Leaving Care Services 
To gather young people’s views on current and future 
national Leaving Care Policy.  This consultation is in line 
with the National Care Advisory service, a national charity 
who collates young people’s views and takes them forward 
to the Department for Children, Schools and Families 
(DCSF) 
 
Contact:  Lesley.haugh@sunderland.gov.uk  

01/01/10  31/12/10 

  
4. Reviews and Scrutiny 
 
4.1 There are no items for this meeting referred from the scrutiny process. 
 
5.    Background Information 
 
5.1 Child Poverty Strategy 
5.2 Sunderland East Area Local Plan 
5.3 Sunderland City Council Consultation Calendar 
 
Appendix One:  Child Poverty Area Profile 
 
Contact Officer:   Nicol Trueman, Sunderland East Area Officer  
   Tel:  0191 561 1162  email: Nicol.trueman@sunderland.gov.uk  


