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COUNCIL           12 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
APPROVAL OF REASON FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS 
 
Report of the Assistant Director of Law and Governance 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the approval of Council, under section 85 

of the Local Government Act 1972 (the Act), to the absence of a member from 
meetings. 
 

2. Background 
 
2.1 Section 85(1) of the Act provides that if a member of a local authority fails to 

attend any meeting of the authority throughout a period of six consecutive 
months from the date of their last attendance, they shall cease to be a 
member of the authority, unless the failure was due to a reason approved by 
the authority before the expiry of that six-month period. 
 

2.2 Councillor Dorothy Trueman’s last attendance at a formal committee meeting 
was at Washington Area Committee on 12 December 2024. At the Annual 
Council meeting on 21 May 2025, Council approved Councillor Trueman’s 
absence from meetings due to her ill health, for a period up to and including 
21 November 2025. 
 

2.3 Councillor Trueman is still currently unable to attend Council meetings due to 
her ill health. Council is asked to consider approving her absence from 
meetings for a further period, up until the end of Councillor Trueman’s current 
term of office on the 11th of May 2026.  
 

2.4 This approval will apply until this date, or until Councillor Trueman resumes 
attendance at meetings.  
 

3. Recommendation 
 
3.1 Council is recommended to note Councillor Dorothy Trueman’s absence from 

meetings due to ill health and, in accordance with section 85 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, approve this reason for her absence from meetings, 
with such approval to apply up until the end of Cllr Trueman’s current term of 
office. 
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