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REPORT OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 20 JUNE 2013 
 
LICENSING ACT 2003 – DECISIONS OF LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS HELD IN APRIL, MAY AND JUNE 2013 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To advise the Committee of the outcomes of Licensing Sub-Committee 

hearings held in April, May and June 2013. 
 
2.0 DESCRIPTION OF DECISION 
 
2.1 The Committee is requested to note the contents of the report. 
 
3.0 INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Under the Licensing Act 2003, Sunderland City Council has 

responsibility for licensing the sale of alcohol, regulated entertainment 
and late night refreshment within its area.  This encompasses the 
determination, grant, administration and enforcement of premises 
licences, club premises certificates, personal licences and temporary 
event notices. 

 
3.2 In April 2013 a Licensing Sub-Committee considered an application for 

a new premises licence. 
 
3.3 In May 2013 a Licensing Sub-Committee considered an application to 

review a premises licence. 
 
3.4 In June 2013 a Licensing Sub-Committee considered an application to 

transfer a premises licence. 
 
4.0 CURRENT POSITION 
 
4.1 On 22 April 2013, a Licensing Sub-Committee consisting of Councillors 

P Gibson, D. Richardson and A. Emerson considered an application for 
the grant of a premises licence in respect of Londis, 2 The Green, 
Southwick, Sunderland.  Representations had been received from two 
local residents objecting to the granting of this licence on the grounds 
that there were already enough premises selling alcohol in the area.  
Neither objector attended the hearing. 

 
4.2 After hearing representations from the licensee, the decision of the 

Sub-Committee was to grant the application. 
 
4.3 On 2 May 2013, a Licensing Sub-Committee consisting of Councillors 

D. MacKnight, D. Richardson and R. Bell considered an application to 



 

 

review of the premises licence in respect of Bhangu Store, 19 Johnson 
Terrace, Sulgrave, Washington.  Northumbria Police applied for the 
review on the grounds of prevention of crime and disorder and the 
protection of children from harm due to under age sales taking place at 
the premises. 

 
4.5 After hearing representations from both the licensee and Northumbria 

Police, the Sub-Committee decided to add conditions partaking to 
CCTV and the prevention of under age sales to the licence. 

 
4.6 On 5 June 2013, a Licensing Sub-Committee consisting of Councillors 

P. Gibson, S. Bonallie and R. Bell considered an application for the 
transfer of a premises licence in respect of Rye and Dry, 19 Ryhope 
Street South, Sunderland.   

 
4.7 Objections to the application were received from Northumbria Police, 

on the grounds of the prevention of crime and disorder as the premises 
licence had previously been revoked following a review of the licence 
(for the Committee’s information, this matter is currently subject to an 
appeal which is due to be heard at Sunderland Magistrates Court) and 
they had reason to believe that the applicant was connected to the 
current licence holder and that this application was an attempt to 
circumvent the decision of a previous Licensing Sub-Committee to 
revoke the premises licence . 

 
4.8 After hearing representations from both the licensee and Northumbria 

Police, the decision of the Sub-Committee was that the application to 
transfer the premises licence be allowed and that the Council will not 
contest the appeal which is due to be heard in the Magistrates Court 
subject to the applicant asking the Court to attach conditions to the 
licence relating to CCTV systems, staff training, and age verification. 

 
5.0 REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 
5.1 To advise the Committee of the outcomes of Licensing Sub-Committee 

hearings held in April, May and June 2013. 
 
6.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7.0 RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
7.1 None. 

 
8.0 GLOSSARY 
 
8.1 None. 
 



 

 

9.0 LIST OF APPENDICIES 
 
9.1 None. 
 
10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
10.1 None. 
 


