
COALFIELD AREA COMMITTEE       Item 3c 

12 March 2025 

REPORT OF COALFIELD AREA VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY SECTOR NETWORK 

1. Purpose of the Report 

1.1 The report provides an update with regard to the Coalfield Area Voluntary and 

Community Sector Network 

2. Background 

2.1 To develop the capacity and influence of the Voluntary and Community Sector 

(VCS) across the City, Area Networks have been established and delegates 

represent each Area Network at Area Committee taking forward issues on behalf 

of the whole VCS in the area, reporting on area priority delivery by the VCS, and 

reporting back, providing a two-way flow of communication.  

2.2 Coalfield Area Network delegates will present a report to each Area Committee 

meeting informing Members of activity, progress, issues and concerns of the sector. 

2.3 The Coalfield VCS Network is made up of over 100 local groups and strategic 

local/national/regional partners.  The network meets on a regular basis to share 

good practice, support one another and receives regularly updates as part of an 

information share e bulletin distributed via the Sunderland VS Alliance. 

3. Coalfield Voluntary and Community Sector Network (VCSN) Progress Report 

3.1 There have been two Coalfield VCS Network meetings since the previous Area 

Committee meeting in November 2024. Meetings were held on 3rd December 2024 

and 4th February 2025 at Easington Lane Community Access Point (ELCAP).  

3.2 The meetings have included the following agenda items: 

3rd December 2024 
 
Helen Moss from Sunderland Foodbanks shared an overview of how people can get help 
from the foodbanks, there are 13 Foodbanks within Sunderland with the Foodbanks for 
the Coalfield Area being in Shiney Row and in Houghton however this Foodbank is 
accessible through Gentoo. The Foodbank uses a referral process, self-referral for the 
first instance and then agency referral thereafter. Foodbanks are currently helping 164 
clients and are used to help as many people as possible. 
 
Key Points: 

• Food and monetary donations are used to make up the parcels 



• They take donations of sanitary/cleaning/toiletries/pet food as well as food 

• Links for Life Directory will help them immensely, so urge organisation’s to put up 
 their details and   services offered. 
• They do try to understand circumstances so they can help signpost to other 
 services  
• It’s easy to donate financially through the QR code 

 

4th February 2025 

Sara Bateman from Gateway Wheelers presented a slide show on The Coalfields Cycling 
Project. 
 
Including: 

• Benefits of cycling – health cycling, lifestyle and convivence and environment. 

• Gateway Wheelers – accessible cycling, couch to 20 miles in 12 weeks, becoming 
a cycle leader 

• Cycling UK- coalfields cycling group 

• British Cycling – breeze/guided cycles 

• SnS Cycling – learn to ride a bike 

• Recyke y’bike - cycle library 
 

4 Recommendations 

4.1 Members are requested 

To note the contents of the report and consider the opportunities and issues raised by the 

Coalfield VCSN. 

VCS Rep contact details 
 

Contact: Eileen Bewick, Coalfield Area Network Representative 

Email: e.bewick@shineyadvice.org.uk  

 

Joan Brown, Coalfield Area Network Representative 

Email: brownjoan954@gmail.com 

 

Wendy Cook, Coalfield Area Network Representative 

Email: wendy@activefamiliesne.co.uk  
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