PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 8'" January 2024
REVISED GUIDANCE ON THE VALIDATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

REPORT OF THE CITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTORATE

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 As part of the drive to provide a quicker, more predictable and efficient planning service, the
Government introduced new information requirements for the validation of planning applications
by Local Planning Authorities in 2007.

1.2 The first Tyne & Wear Validation List was adopted in 2008. In March 2010 The Government
produced “guidance on information requirements and validation” and in response to this the
Tyne & Wear Authorities worked together to update their requirements lists and the second
version of the Tyne & Wear List was adopted in 2011 and third version in 2013. Sunderland
opted for its own listed from July 2016 to ensure all our requirements could be met.

1.3 Local lists can be a very useful guide, helping applicants establish the information the local
authority will require to validate a planning application. An up to date local list can give
applicants certainty about what information is necessary at an early stage in the design process,
reducing delays at the validation stage.

1.4 Paragraph 44 of the National Planning Policy Framework makes it clear that local planning
authorities should only request supporting information that is relevant, necessary and material
to the application. The government has made clear that they want this principle to apply to every
piece of information requested by the authority.

2.0 BACKGROUND
Changes between the 2016 and the 2024 versions

2.1 This new version does change the list of national validation requirements (items 1 to

9) by adding fire safety requirements for certain development. The local validation information
requirements (items 9 to 32) were included in the 2016 version. Local validation information
requirements (items 10 to 33 2024 version) were included in the 2016 version are largely
unchanged. Additional requirements relating to Health Impact Assessments, Accessible homes,
Social Value considerations have been added as items (34 -40 2024 Version).

2.2 It does, however, include updates to reflect changes to planning policy, either nationally due
to the publication of the National Planning Policy Framework, or locally where there have been
advances in each council’s local development plan. Also, there have been some general
revisions to the text to improve its clarity.

2.3 A consultation period was undertaken on the draft validation list during September and
October 2023.

3 responses were received.

2.4 The responses were analysed and where appropriate the Local List of validation



requirements was amended. The validation list as amended is appended to this report.

3.0 SUMMARY

There have been improvements to the layout, format and type faces used in the document to
make it easier to use

4.0 RECOMMENDATION

The Planning and Highways Committee is recommended to note and endorse the contents of

this report and to note that the new Sunderland Validation List will be brought into use
immediately from 8™ January 2024.



