
 

 

 
 
At a meeting of the NORTH SUNDERLAND AREA COMMITTEE held in 
COMMITTEE ROOM 1 of the CITY HALL, PLATER WAY, ROAD, SUNDERLAND on 
25 JUNE, 2024 at 5.30 p.m. 
 
 
Present:- 
 
Councillor Wilson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Bond, Butler, Chisnall, Foster, Hartnack, Newey, Samuels, A. Smith, 
Stewart, Usher, Vera and Walton 
 
Also in Attendance:- 
 

Jill Colbert - Sunderland Director of Childrens Services 

Peter Curtis  - NE Sports, Area Network Representative 

Richy Duggan - SCAG, Area Network Representative 

Vivienne Metcalfe 
 

- Partnership and Community Resilience 
Manager, Sunderland City Council 

Kelly Patton - Gentoo 

Lindsey Hall - Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance (SVSA) 

Paul Wood 
 

- Principal Democratic Services Officer, 
Sunderland City Council 

Ruth Walker  - SNYP, Area Network Representative 

Ger Fowler - Veterans in Crisis 

Paul McLoughlin - Veterans in Crisis 

 
Chairman’s Welcome 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Chequer and McKeith, 
and on behalf of Inspector Stephen Prested and Mike Barton 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
Item 4 – North Sunderland Area Budget Report  
 
Councillor Wilson made a DPI in the application for Neighbourhood Fund from 
Castletown Scouts for the Sunderland Climbing Wall project and left the meeting during 
consideration of the application.  Councillor Foster took the chair for consideration of 
the application. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Item 4 – North Sunderland Area Budget Report  
 
Councillor Butler made a DPI in the application for Neighbourhood Fund for the Weights 
and Cakes – Raising the Bar Project and left the meeting during consideration of the 
application 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
 

1. RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 21 
March, 2024 be confirmed and signed as a correct record subject to the 
inclusion of Councillor Hartack’s apologies. 

 
North Area Committee Delivery Plan 2023-2026  

The Chairman of the North Sunderland Area Neighbourhood and Community Board 
submitted a report (copy circulated) which provided an update on progress against the 
North Sunderland Area Committee Area Plan priorities which would be the focus for the 
Committee during 2024-2025. 

(for copy report – see original minutes) 

Councillor Foster presented the report which highlighted progress against the 
Committee’s delivery plan, advising of areas of key action and progress. He also 
advised Members that the report attached the Committee’s delivery plan which 
highlighted progress and shared good news stories and promotion of projects which 
were shared at every opportunity.  The report also gave an update on the Council’s 
Service Plans, specifically relevant to the North Sunderland area, which included a 
quarterly update on progress and was for information purposes only. 
 
The information in the report having been fully considered, it was:- 

2. RESOLVED that:- 
 
- The progress and performance updates with regard to the North Area 

Committee Plan 2023-2026 be received and noted; and  
- The progress update with regard to Sunderland City Council Service Plans – 

Area Priorities be received and noted for information. 
 
Partner Agency Reports - Northumbria Police Update 
 
Northumbria Police submitted a report (copy circulated) which provided the Committee 
with a community update and key performance information in relation to the North 
Sunderland Area. 
 
(for copy report – see original minutes) 
 
There being no representative in attendance, Ms. Metcalfe advised that any queries 
could be forwarded to herself via email and she would pass them on to Northumbria 
Police for a direct response. 
 



 

 

Councillor Hartnack referred to the Motorcycle operations and commented that he felt 
the data and feedback given was rather thin and requested if more detail could be given 
and also suggested that more joint publicity was needed as to what the Council and 
Police were doing on this. 
 
Ms Metcalf referred to pages 16 and 17 of the papers where there was a full 
update/feedback on the issue and that the work was publicised and promoted on the 
North Sunderland social media page. 
 
Councillor Hartnack commented that he had not seen this so queried if that was wide 
enough publicity.  Ms Metcalf advised that she would feed back those concerns. 
 
Members having fully considered the report, it was:- 
 

3. RESOLVED that the update report from Northumbria Pollice be received and 
noted. 
 

 
Partner Agency Reports – Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service 
 
The Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Services submitted a report (copy circulated) 
which gave performance monitoring details in relation to local indicators for the 
Committee from 5 March to 7 June, 2024, compared with the same period in 
2023/2024. 
 
(for copy report – see original minute) 
 
There being no representative in attendance, Ms. Metcalfe advised that any queries 
could be forwarded to herself via email and she would pass them on to the Fire 
Authority for a direct response. 
 
There being no further comment or questions, it was:- 
 

4. RESOLVED that the item be received and noted. 
 
Partner Agency Reports - Report of the North Area Voluntary and Community 
Sector Network  
 
The Voluntary and Community Sector Network submitted a report (copy circulated) 
which provided an update with regard to the North Sunderland Area Voluntary and 
Community Sector network. 
 
(for copy report – see original minutes) 
 
Ms. Ruth Walker, Area Network Representative, took Members through the report 
advising of the networks meeting in May 2024 and shared the agenda items that had 
been covered.   
 
Ms Walker advised that they would be holding a networking brunch as a chance to work 
together and start to measure the work that they do as a sector to give a wider aspect 
on what they deliver as a whole and not just those projects that the Area Committee 



 

 

has funded.  It was to be a sort of celebration of their work and Members would be 
welcome to come along. 
 
Councillor Butler requested that invites to Members be circulated and commented that 
this was a really positive move and the ripple effect was evident with the match 
funding/external funding and added that he did not think you could underestimate the 
impact these projects have on young people’s lives. 
 
Members having no further comments or questions, it was:- 
 

5. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted. 
 
Partner Agency Reports - Gentoo Update 
 
Gentoo submitted a report (copy circulated) which provided an update with regard to 
the work undertaken by Gentoo between March to June, 2024. 
 
(for copy report – see original minutes) 
 
Ms. Kelly Patton, Neighbourhood Operations Manager, took Members through the 
report advising of the current situation in relation to Housing Turnover, the Tenancy 
Sustainment Fund, Complaints Drop in, Apprentice Recruitment, the Big Lunch and 
Property, Investment and Renewal.  
 
In response to Councillor Newey’s request, Ms Patton advised that she would include 
Members in further engagement relating to complaints and would circulate an email. 
 
With regards to Councillor Chisnall’s enquiry over what the main complaints received 
were, Ms Patton advised that she would seek out this data. 
 
In relation to the Tenancy Sustainment Fund and those customers benefitting from 
carpets in their new homes, Councillor Usher enquired as to who paid for these and if 
the cost was added to the tenants rent. Ms Patton informed that these were paid out of 
the Gentoo budget and not added to rents.  
 
Jill Colbert suggested that with regards to the reporting of figures relating to rent 
collection, it would be best to present those separate to rent arrears for the benefit of 
Members. 
 
In response to Councillor Walton’s query over the increase in Capital Allowance, Ms 
Patton advised that she would find out the information and get back to Members. 
 
Councillor Butler commented that there had been a fundamental shift from Gentoo with 
the way in which they were responding to requests from Members and processing 
these at a much higher rate so he wished to thank Ms Patton and the Leadership Team 
for that. 
 
With regards to an issue raised by Councillor Butler over some residents being contact 
about being in arrears before discounts were given, Ms Patton advised that she was 
unaware of these and Councillor Butler was to provide details outside of the meeting for 
her to look into.  



 

 

 
There being no further comments or questions, it was:- 
 

6. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted. 
 
 
Partner Agency Reports – Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance (SVSA) Report 
 
Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance submitted a report (copy circulated) which 
provided an update for the period of March 2024 - May 2024. 
 
(for copy report – see original minutes) 
 
Ms. Linsey Hall, presented the report providing a general update, details on funding and 
investment, sector support, Communications and Engagement, a trustee update and 
info on Future Developments  
 
There being no comments of questions, it was:- 
 

7. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted. 
 
 
North Sunderland Area Committee Budget Report  
 
The Assistant Director of Housing and Communities submitted a report (copy 
circulated) which provided a financial statement as an update position on progress in 
relation to allocating Area Committee Neighbourhood Funds and Community Chest and 
presented proposals for further funding requests. 
 
(for copy report – see original minutes) 
 
At this juncture, the Chairman introduced Ger Fowler and Paul McLoughlin from 
Veterans in Crisis to provide the Committee with a summary of the service that they 
provided. 
 
Ms Metcalfe then presented the budget report drawing Members attention to the 
recommendations detailed therein. 
 
In relation to the application for funding for the Veterans in Crisis application, Councillor 
Butler enquired as to how important it was for their building to be accessible given the 
nature of some of our veterans injuries.  Mr Fowler advised that this was vitally 
important as under the current conditions they had to carry those veterans through the 
building which was degrading for them and they also didn’t have a stairlift at present 
 
There being no further questions or comments, it was:- 
 

8. RESOLVED that:- 
 

(i)       the financial statements as set out in tables 1 and 2 be received and noted; 
(ii)       the Ward Improvement Budget £75,000 as set out in Section 2.3 be 

approved; 



 

 

(iii)       the application for £30,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Veterans in Crisis for 
the Access for the All project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex 1 
be approved; 

(iv) the application for £40,560 of Neighbourhood Funds to Sunderland City 
Council for the CCTV project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex 1 be 
approved; 

(v)       the application for £4,070 to Active Families North East for the Castletown 
Active Holiday Camp as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex 1 be 
rejected; 

(vi) the application for £1,604 of Neighbourhood Funds to Castletown Scouts for 
Sunderland Climbing Wall project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 
Annex be approved; 

(vii) the application for £3,434 of Neighbourhood Funds to Durham Wildlife Trust 
for the Seaburn Beach Rangers (14-18 year olds) project as set out in 
Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(viii) the application for £4,995 of Neighbourhood Funds to MICC Chapel of Light 
for the Maximum Impact Youth project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 
Annex be rejected; 

(ix) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Minerva Arts & 
Wellbeing for the Activities for Young People project as set out in Section 
2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(x)       the application for £4,815 of Neighbourhood Funds to North East Sport CIC 
for the Summer Beach Camps project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 
Annex be approved; 

(xi) the application for £4,380 of Neighbourhood Funds to North East Sport CIC 
for the Active Esports; Get Moving in the Game  project as set out in Section 
2.4 and Item 4 Annex be approved; 

(xii) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Redby Community 
Association for the Kidz Klub 5-7 year olds Play Provision project as set out 
in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(xiii) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Redby Community 
Association  for the Kidz Klub 7-9 year olds Play Provision project as set out 
in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(xiv) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Redby Community 
Association for the Kidz Club 9-11 year olds Play Provision project as set out 
in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(xv) the application for £4,995 of Neighbourhood Funds to Salvation Army for the 
After School Club Additional Activities project as set out in Section 2.4 and 
Item 4 Annex be approved; 

(xvi) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Sunderland 
Community Action Group for the Kidz Club project as set out in Section 2.4 
and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(xvii) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Sunderland 
Community Action Group for the Sunderland North Adventure project as set 
out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be approved; 

(xviii) the application for £2,673 of Neighbourhood Funds to Southwick 
Neighbourhood Youth Project for the Come and Try Sessions project as set 
out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be approved; 

(xix) the application for £4,070 of Neighbourhood Funds to Active Families North 
East for the St Cuthberts Active Holiday Camp project as set out in Section 
2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 



 

 

(xx) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Sunderland Young 
Peoples Bike Project for the Cycle Led Bike Rides project as set out in 
Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be rejected; 

(xxi) the application for £4,093 of Neighbourhood Funds to Veterans in Crisis for 
the Healthy Champions project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex 
be approved subject to conditions that a programme be detailed of sessions 
to be delivered and consideration made to using green spaces in outlying 
Wards; 

(xxii) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Weights and Cakes for 
the Raising the Bar project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 Annex be 
approved; 

(xxiii) the application for £5,000 of Neighbourhood Funds to Young Asian Voices 
for the #FortheNorth with YAV project as set out in Section 2.4 and Item 4 
Annex be approved with conditions that the applicant provides information 
on how they will ensure only young people from the North wards have 
access to the project, they evidence engagement with other youth project 
delivery in the ward they are based, to avoid duplication and they join the 
SARA initiative to bring all youth providers in Southwick together; 

(xxiv) the approvals for Community Chest supported from the 2023/2024 budget 
and the 2024-2025 budget, as set out in the report, be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting. 
 

 
 

(Signed) D. WILSON, 
  Chairman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


