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ltem 2

At a meeting of the ECONOMIC PROSPERITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held in
COMMITTEE ROOM 1, CITY HALL on TUESDAY 10™ JANUARY 2023 at 4.30
p.m.

Present: -

Councillor D. Snowdon in the Chair

Councillors Ali, Dixon, Edgeworth, Fagan, Foster, Laws, Mordey, Reed, Scanlan, H.
Trueman and Warne.

Also in attendance: -

Mr James Diamond, Scrutiny Officer, Sunderland City Council

Mr Paul Wood, Principal Governance Services Officer, Sunderland City Council
Ms Rebecca Ball, Chief Executive of Sunderland Culture

Ms Katherine Corfield. Housing Strategy Manager, Sunderland City Council

Mr Martin Bewick, Senior Housing Manager, Sunderland City Council

Members of the Press

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted to the meeting on behalf of Councillors Reed
and Scanlan.

Minutes of the Last Ordinary Meeting of the Scrutiny Committee held on 6t
December 2022

A copy of the minutes of the last ordinary meeting of the Scrutiny Committee held on
6" December, 2022 was submitted.

(For copy report — see original minutes).
1. RESOLVED that the minutes of the last ordinary meeting of the Scrutiny
Committee held on 6" December 2022 (copy circulated), be confirmed and
signed as a correct record.

Declarations of Interest (including Whipping Declarations)

There were no declarations of interest.

Cultural Sector Update

The Chief Executive of Sunderland Culture submitted a report and PowerPoint
presentation (copies circulated) which provided the Committee with the progress of
the cultural sector and its impact on the local economy of the City.

(For copy report — see original minutes)
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Rebecca Ball, The Chief Executive of Sunderland Culture presented the report and
was also on hand to answer Members queries.

Councillor Ali thanked Ms Ball for the presentation and wished to congratulate on the
Fire Station which he believed was a really nice venue. Councillor Ali referred to the
Winter Gardens and advised that Sunderland City Council owned a substantial
amount of Art that wasn’t being displayed and queried if there were any plans to
display more of this.

Ms Ball advised that she did not know the figures in terms of value but that there was
a great deal in stores. As part of the redevelopment with National Heritage Fund
they were looking at what could be put on display /refreshing the current displays
which had been static for a while, so the Team were aware of this and it was being
considered.

In response to Councillor Ali’'s suggestion of considering the works be moved to
other venues, Ms Ball commented that this was a good point and some works did get
loaned out to venues such as Arts Centre Washington but it was a valid query to
consider how far beyond museums they went and if Schools and such like be used.
Ms Ball advised that she would take this back for consideration and also advised that
when the works were loaned out that the costs of moving the works were covered
but normally there was no fee for the loan.

Councillor Foster commented that the Sunderland Empire and the Fire Station were
great venues and we should be proud of them but did raise that there were no
discounts for children and whilst he acknowledged we had to pay for the top shows,
it was expensive for tickets when purchasing for families.

Councillor Mordey referred to the presentation and the list of venues and commented
that he hoped the venue 1719 would be added to this which was an excellent venue.
Councillor Mordey also referred to the art installations which Sunderland listed
through the decades and that these were still only going up to the 1990’s, therefore
gueried at what point new attractions were going to come forward.

Ms Ball responded that in terms of a timetable they had been successful in the first
stage of National Heritage Lottery Funding but unfortunately she was not the person
to be able to answer on when plans would be announced but she could assure that
work was underway. This may be a query that Catherine Auld/Trina Murphy could
answer.

Ms Ball informed that in terms of theme, it was planned for permanent displays of
work/Sunderland collections and new interpretations of works. Also within the space
there would be spaces to bring new/temporary exhibitions so there would be a mix of
both.

Councillor Mordey referred to attendance figures and enquired as to the projections
of when we would see figures back to pre Covid levels. Ms Ball informed that we
wouldn’t be back up to pre Covid levels this year as other issues came into the mix
such as the cost of living crisis and peoples financial situations had worsened. The
ambition was that pre covid levels would be achieved by 2025-26 and whilst it was
hoped this would be achieved sooner this was the stated ambition.
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Councillor H. Trueman referred to the City of Culture Bid and commented that he
was honoured to have been part of that group and that ultimately being unsuccessful
in the bid hadn’t done us any harm when you looked at what’s happened in the City
since then and enquired if any thoughts had been given to further bids in the future.

Ms Ball advised that such decisions would be for others to make but agreed that
losing had allowed the City to carry out plans at their own pace over time and that
there was a place for bidding in future competitions and there may be a time for
Sunderland to throw their hat in the ring once more. These were big undertakings
however and there was a need to be sure when applying.

Councillor H. Trueman commented that what had been achieved and the work done
by the team was phenomenal and queried if the future expansion of Culture was at
the level it needed to be or if they could go further. Ms Ball advised that she
believed there was much further that they could do.

Councillor Law queried if there was a reason that the Fire Station was still trading
behind the Arts Centre Washington in terms of attendances. Ms Ball advised that
the figures for the Arts Centre were based on a full year whilst the Fire Station was
missing a quarters figures. They also tracked every Youth Theatre attendee for
example/everyone who came into the Arts Centre whereas the Fire Station was
purely based on people buying a ticket for an event.

Councillor Laws raised that the National Theatre Website was advertising production
of the Odyssey, and that one venue included the Fire Station therefore it seemed it
was getting national recognition from major organisations and queried how we were
being seen nationally.

Ms Ball commented that she was really excited about the National Theatre
partnership as it would be good for the City. There were a number of different parts
to the project with Odyssey running in April and Sucker Punch in June. There would
also be “Speak Up” in schools so it was a really valuable partnership to us.

Ms Ball added that Sunderland was seen as a good partner and organisations were
beginning to feel a responsibility/understanding to get out and reach other regions.

Councillor Laws referred to the Film Studios announcement for Pallion, which he
believed would be a real opportunity to have a huge influence on our economy and
enquired if they were looking at opportunities to work with them.

Ms Ball advised that this project was being driven by the likes of North East Screen
and Fulwell73 etc but they have had conversations on how we could provide talent
pipelines from schools etc and around workforce opportunities.

In response to Councillor Dixons query over Paul Callaghan’s report within the
annual review, Ms Ball advised that the initial Council support went into the Capital at
the beginning and it wasn’t an ongoing contribution.

Councillor Dixon queried if the Culture department had been scaled back since the
unsuccessful City of Culture bid and what the morale within the department was like
since then. Ms Ball advised that the Culture Team was independent rather than a
Council department and in terms of morale, the team were undoubtedly disappointed
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after the result but this was a long time ago now and the people wanted to get on
and still achieve their objectives so the momentum was maintained.

Councillor Dixon commented that the Empire Theatre was a success story and
queried if they had any links with the Cinema. Ms Ball advised that they had not
worked with the Cinema directly but with Cinema Shorts and it was something they
could look at.

Councillor Dixon queried if they felt they were reaching out sufficiently for minorities
through Sunderland culture. Ms Ball commented that in terms of diversity and
inclusion she felt there was always more that could be done but yes they had very
strong relationships with groups in the region. This was a big area of development
for the team and something they were committed to.

Councillor Dixon suggested that it would be nice if an event to cater for this was put
on at the Fire Station. Ms Ball informed that Members should attend the Open
House in February as they got a lot of different cultures attending.

Councillor Edgeworth queried if there had been any loss of identity since the Art
Gallery had been moved to the Glass Centre. Ms Ball advised that in terms of
footfall, there had been no decrease and they had seen good visitor numbers. They
did struggle with identity as there was a risk that the brand becomes hidden in the
building and they did feel there was more they could to in terms of visibility.

Councillor Edgeworth queried what the plans/future was for the Glass Centre as
many constituents commented on the closing of the roof for a number of years and if
there were any plans to repair this. Ms Ball advised that she also received many
complaints about the loss of the roof access. This issue was challenging due to the
many leaks during winter and its structural challenges. The cost of repair was
significant and she was not aware of any plans to repair. Ongoing discussions were
being held with the Council but there were no realistic plans for repair.

Councillor Warne wished to thank everyone within the Team for the work they did
and commented that he believed Culture was so important in society. Councillor
Warne highlighted Pop Recs and the Arts Centre Washington which he felt were
lovely venues and that the Fire Station ticketing and pricing he had found to be good.
Councillor Warne added that the more we could do to encourage Culture the better it
would be for all of us.

Councillor Mordey commented that Art and Culture could feel out of reach in certain
parts of the City and enquired what work had been done/was being done to reach
out to these communities. Ms Ball advised that this was an important issue that did
not have a simple answer. There was a number of things they were doing or
planning to do. They also had audience demographics where they could map by
postcode who was attending events and they could see the mismatch between
people/areas and Sunderland as a whole.

Ms Ball stated that they knew there was an overrepresentation of those people likely
to engage in Arts/Culture and they knew there was more to do. They were looking at
considerations such as what they put in their buildings, the way they work with
organisations and schools and the National Theatre Programme Speak Up would be
working with the Beacon and Schools.
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Ms Ball added that there wasn’t one solution and a whole range of actions were
required but it was important to them and they knew more work was needed.

In response to Councillor Mordey’s query over targeting those areas where residents
were visiting venues less, Ms Ball informed that they were working in most schools
across the City in some way.

Councillor Dixon commented that the development of Culture House should help
towards this due to the blend of different uses it was proposing.

The Chairman referred to the City of Culture bid and commented that he was
thankful our team had the foresight to put in place a “what if” and therefore whilst the
bid was unsuccessful we had been able to create our own legacy which lasted
longer than had we won. The Chairman commented that he believed we were
probably better off having not winning in the long run.

The Chairman also referred to Pop Recs and MBC, querying if the team had much
input with these groups. Ms Ball advised that they had regular conversation, sharing
opportunities and joint projects so they had strong relationships with the groups.

The Chairman thanked Ms Ball for her attendance.

Having discussed the report, it was:-

2. RESOLVED that the Committee received and noted the report.
Housing Strategy - Update

The Assistant Director of Housing and Communities submitted a report (copy
circulated) to seek the views of the Committee on the draft housing strategy.

(For copy report — see original minutes)

Katherine Corfield, Housing Strategy Manager and Martin Bewick, Senior Housing
Manager presented the report along with PowerPoint presentation and were on hand
to answer Members queries.

Councillor Dixon referred to medium density flats in the City Centre and requested
Officers views on their validity and if they felt there was a shortage. Ms Corfield
advised that this was more a question for colleagues in City Development however
the SHLAA did make reference to these and therefore they went off the data which
they agreed with.

In response to Councillor Dixons’ enquiry, it was advised that again it was more a
guestion for City Development, but they did have links/meetings with private builders.
City Development chairs’ sub groups and they have said that they wish to strengthen
those relationships but decisions would be taken by City Development.

Councillor Dixon enquired as to the logistics of the construction of Council owned
bungalows. Mr Bewick advised that there were different development models as we
did not always own the land and could be approached by land owners etc. They
have always had a high successful grant rate, higher than the average in the region
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so they were getting value for money. They currently had 92 properties at the
moment and expected to reach 200 properties by March 2024.

In response to Councillor Dixon’s request that more information be supplied when
asked for on empty properties in order that he could pass this onto residents when
issues were raised, Ms Corfield commented that she absolutely could give data, but
cautioned that it may not always be specific details as there may be delicate
concerns or issues that could affect the relationship with the owner or could attract
antisocial behaviour if empty properties were advertised. Ms Corfield acknowledged
that she did think they could work on their correspondence with regards to providing
updates and she would take that back to the team.

Councillor Dixon referred to the Privately rented situation and informed that the East
Area Committee had hosted an event with landlords and had discussed a similar
event with tenants and requested that they bear this in mind for the future. Ms
Corfield agreed and commented that they were looking at more ways to carry out
engagement now that they had a full compliment of staff.

Councillor Mordey commented that he welcomed this piece of work as a Member of
a ward that bordered the City Centre he had experienced the growth of less than
desirable properties in the area and enquired if there was anything in the strategy
that would see us be able to reduce the number of these being developed as the
sheer number coming forward was having a knock on affect as the tenants were not
supported, this spilled out into the streets. Councillor Mordey therefore queried if we
would be able to crackdown on these particular landlords.

Mr Bewick acknowledged that there were a number of providers with properties in
the City known as exempt accommodation. Fortunately we had a very strong
benefits department who were very proactive in stopping claims and Sunderland had
achieved a reputation that they could not be taken advantage of. There was a
programme to work with providers and a project starting in April so the strategy
underpinned what they were trying to achieve.

Councillor Mordey commented that he was delighted to hear this and that with all the
investment put in, the project may be the perfect timing to deal with the issue.

Councillor Laws referred to student accommodation and stated that the Council did
get many negative comments over the amount of applications that come forward and
gueried if there were any figures or evidence that could be provided on why there
was a need for such accommodation. Ms Corfield advised that there were figures
and she could provide these. Mr Bewick informed that they did work with the
University and had good links to these.

Councillor H. Trueman commented that a Housing Strategy had to be the basis for
any City to move forward, therefore we had to follow this. Councillor Trueman
referred to ownership of properties and queried if we were looking to have a Housing
Corporation, who collected the rents and who would maintain these properties. As
we had 92 properties already, what was the number we would get to before we
needed a Housing Revenue again.

Mr Bewick advised that we were a Council that offered social housing and that would
remain. Once we reached the figure of 200 properties they did expect to open a self
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sustaining housing revenue account and it was hoped this would be achieved by
April 2024 but they had no plans to turn into a housing corporation.

Councillor H. Trueman queried if we had a fixed flow of funding for getting properties
back into use. Mr Bewick informed the Committee that English Partnership had
merged with Housing Corporation who had then given funding. These then changed
to Homes and Communities and the amount of funding changed with a distinct shift
with less for regeneration and more for new builds. Mr Bewick advised that they
keep an open line of communication and they buy properties themselves where they
do attract grant funding so it was not just Council money but a number of diverse
ways to do this.

Councillor Fagan referred to the consultation review and the 24 respondents to this,
enquiring if all the feedback was based on those respondents and if so, why was the
response so low when the consultation was sent to all households. Ms Corfield
confirmed that this was all the feedback and they had spoken with Communications
on this and they had engaged with people outside but she did agree that this had
been a low response.

In response to an enquiry from Councillor Dixon over where they drew the line in
terms of length of time before taking action on an empty property, Mr Bewick advised
that the legislation determined what they could and couldn’t do and the owners may
actually take just enough action that would result in the Council losing in court and
this was a costly course of action so they needed to be certain before proceeding
down that route.

Councillor Ali referred to private rented sector landlords, commenting that he knew
that Officers were doing their best but felt that what they had available at their
disposal wasn’t enough to help some landlords survive and we needed to think of
more ways to help them. Councillor Ali advised that some landlords did not have the
money to bring these properties back up to standard and enquired if there was any
help being planned.

Mr Bewick informed that they were governed by the rules and bound by parameters
so they could only pay what the property was worth and the harsh reality was if the
owner had overpaid for the property, they had to live by those consequences.

Councillor Ali commented that he felt we needed to concentrate on other ways of
bringing these properties back into use and also referred to the mould issue with
gentoo properties, commenting that some instances will have been down to tenants
poor practices of ventilation and these were restricting other tenants from getting
valid repairs seen to.

Mr Bewick advised that education was provided to tenants on how to dry clothes
during winter etc but there were properties that genuinely had issues with mould and
Gentoo had a robust method to tackle these.

Councillor Ali commented that he would like to see Environmental Health Officers be
trained so they could help advise when visiting also.
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Councillor Foster informed that Gentoo did advise on opening windows/allowing the
homes to breathe and commented that the installation of cavity wall insulation and
such like would be adding to the issue.

Mr Bewick commented that with increased UPVC windows/doors etc the buildings do
not breathe like they used to.

The Chairman commented that those properties still with single glazed windows did
not complain of damp and mould however they would have the alternative problem
of drafts and increased heating costs.

The Chairman thanked Ms Corfield and Mr Bewick for their presentation.
Having discussed the report, it was:-

3. RESOLVED that the Committee received and noted the report.

Annual Work Programme 2021-22

The Scrutiny and Members Support Co-ordinator submitted a report (copy
circulated), to provide options, provide support and advise Members on the
development of the scrutiny work programmes for 2022/2023

(For copy report — see original minutes).

Mr James Diamond, Scrutiny Officer presented the report for Member’s information
and advise that the February meeting was due to host the City’s housing providers
and suggested if a separate meeting should be arranged for consideration of Gentoo
therefore requested the Committee’s thoughts on how to approach the set up, if
Members would want to consider each provider at the same meeting but in time slots
etc.

The Chairman suggested that the four housing providers be grouped in one meeting
and a separate meeting for Gentoo.

Councillor Laws requested that as Gentoo had an interim Chief Executive that they
be asked to provide detail about the change/direction of travel.

Councillor Foster commented that he was uncomfortable giving Gentoo their own
dedicated meeting as this would appear we were putting them on their own pedestal
and all providers should be considered together. The Chairman advised that Gentoo
had the biggest proportion of stock and it was felt that most of the queries would be
related to this.

Mr Diamond also advised that previous meetings with all providers together had
resulted in a very long meeting.

Councillor Dixon commented that if the four housing providers attended and were

given 20 minutes each then this would produce a lengthy meeting but this was
dependant on all of those providers actually attending.
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Councillor H. Trueman commented that he felt there would be a more open
discussion with the providers if they were kept separate.

Councillor Warne suggested that the detail of how the meeting operate be left in the
hands of the Chairman to determine. Councillor Foster stressed that Members
should be allowed an opinion however.

Councillor Dixon suggested that between the Chairman and Mr Diamond, a solution

be discussed with partners and then let Members know. This was agreed by

Committee.

Councillor Dixon referred to Page 2 of the minutes of the previous meeting and

raised that Ms Auld was to supply the information requested. Mr Diamond advised

that he would ask Ms Auld to get in touch.

Councillor Fagan referred to the April meeting and the Public Transport Update,

enquiring if Nexus was due to attend. Mr Diamond informed that he would check

and advise accordingly.

4, RESOLVED that the information contained in the work programme for 2022-
2023 be noted.

Notice of Key Decisions

The Scrutiny and Members Support Co-ordinator submitted a report providing

Members with an opportunity to consider the items on the Executive’s Notice of Key

Decisions for the 28-day period from 215t December, 2022 (copies circulated).

(For copy report and notice — see original minutes).

Mr Diamond reminded Members to get in touch if they required further information on

any of the items included in the notice.

5. RESOLVED that the Notice of Key Decisions be received and noted.

The Chairman thanked Members and Officers for their attendance and closed the
meeting

(Signed) D. SNOWDON,
Chairman.
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ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 7 FEBRUARY 2023
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE SCRUTINY AND MEMBERS’ SUPPORT CO-ORDINATOR

HOUSING PROVIDERS - CONSULTATION

11

2.1

2.2

3.1

3.2

4.1

Purpose of the Report

To discuss with a number of housing providers the housing issues facing the
city.

Background
At the beginning of the year, the Committee agreed to include in its work
programme an opportunity to meet and discuss with local housing providers

the challenges and opportunities facing the city.

This item has been brought to the Committee in view of the importance of
housing on the economic and social well-being of people living in the city.

Current Position

Representatives from a number of following housing providers will be
attending the meeting. These include:-

Thirteen Group — Chris Smith (Executive Director of Business Growth)
Bernicia Homes— Michael Farr (Executive Director of Assets and Growth)
Karbon Homes— Allison Carrahar (Homes Manager)

Home Group — Vicki Husband (Operations Manager)

Each will provide a brief presentation on their views of the challenges facing
the city and answer any questions from members.

Recommendations

The Scrutiny Committee is asked to consider and comment.

Background Papers

None
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ECONOMIC PROSPERITY SCRUTINY 7 FEBRUARY 2023
COMMITTEE

ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME 2022-2023

REPORT OF THE SCRUTINY AND MEMBERS’ SUPPORT CO-
ORDINATOR

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 The report sets out the current work programme of the Committee for the
2022-23 municipal year.

2. Background

2.1 The work programme is designed to set out the key issues to be addressed
by the Committee during the year and provide it with a timetable of work. The
Committee itself is responsible for setting its own work programme, subject to
the coordinating role of the Scrutiny Coordinating Committee.

2.2  The work programme is intended to be a working document which Committee
can develop throughout the year, allowing it to maintain an overview of work
planned and undertaken during the Council year.

2.3 In order to ensure that the Committee can undertake all of its business and
respond to emerging issues, there will be scope for additional meetings or
visits not detailed in the work programme.

2.4 In delivering its work programme the Committee will support the Council in
achieving its corporate outcomes

3. Current position
3.1  The current work programme is attached as an appendix to this report.
4. Conclusion

4.1  The work programme is intended to be a flexible mechanism for managing the
work of the Committee in 2022-23.

5 Recommendation

5.1  That Members note the information contained in the work programme.
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ECONOMIC PROSPERITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - WORK PROGRAMME 2022-23

REASON FOR | 14 JUNE 22 - | 12 JULY 22 27 SEPTEMBER 22 | 11 OCTOBER 22 8 NOVEMBER 22 | 6 DECEMBER 22 | 10 JANUARY 23 | 7 FEBRUARY 23 | 7 MARCH 23 4 APRIL 23
INCLUSION (INFORMAL (REARRANGED)
MEETING)
Policy Statement of Private Scrutiny Annual
Framework/ Hire and Hackney Report
Cabinet Carriage Licence
Referrals and Policy (Steve
Responses Waring)
Scrutiny Remit and Refugee Provision | Housing Strategy/ Annual Low Carbon | Sunderland BID Business Centres | Culture Sector Housing Provider | Siglion (Neil Annual Road
Business Work (Graham Scanlan) | Rough Sleeping Progress Report (Sharon Appleby) | (Catherine Auld) and the Local Consultation Guthrie/Anthony Safety Report
Programme Prevention Strategy | (Catherine Auld) Economy (Gentoo) (Other Crabb) (Paul Muir)
of Committee | Port Visit - - Consultation Events (Stephen Environmental (Rebecca Ball) Housing
Arrangements (Graham Scanlan) Savage) Services Update Providers) Future High Street | ppjic Transport
(Matthew Hunt) (Marc Morley) Housing Strategy Fund Programme Update (Mark
Visit to the Port of (Graham Scanlan) (Neil Wilson)
Sunderland - Visit to the Port of Guthrie/Anthony
Cancelled and Sunderland Crabb) )
Rescheduled to (Matthew Hunt) Cycling
December) UK Shared Infrastructure —
Prosperity Fund Update (Mark
(Catherine Wilson)
Auld/James
Garland)
Screen Industries
- Update
Consultation Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key Notice of Key
Information Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions Decisions
and
Awareness Work Programme | Work Programme Work Programme Work Programme | Work Programme | Work Programme | Work Programme | Work Programme | Work Programme
Raising 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22 21-22

City Heat Network Projects — Update (Peter Graham) - TBC

E Scooter — Update (June 23)
Accessibility (Stephen Dixon)
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ECONOMIC PROSPERITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 7 FEBRUARY 2023

NOTICE OF KEY DECISIONS

REPORT OF THE SCRUTINY AND MEMBERS SUPPORT
CO-ORDINATOR

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 To provide Members with an opportunity to consider the items on the
Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions.

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1 Holding the Executive to account is one of the main functions of Scrutiny. One
of the ways that this can be achieved is by considering the forthcoming
decisions of the Executive (as outlined in the Notice of Key Decisions) and
deciding whether Scrutiny can add value in advance of the decision being
made. This does not negate Non-Executive Members ability to call-in a
decision after it has been made.

2.2 To this end, the most recent version of the Executive’s Notice of Key
Decisions is included on the agenda of this Committee. The Notice of Key
Decisions is attached marked Appendix 1.

3. CURRENT POSITION

3.1 In considering the Notice of Key Decisions, Members are asked to consider
only those issues where the Scrutiny Committee or relevant Scrutiny Panel
could make a contribution which would add value prior to the decision being
taken.

3.2 In the event of Members having any queries that cannot be dealt with directly
in the meeting, a response will be sought from the relevant Directorate.

4. RECOMMENDATION

4.1 To consider the Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions at the Scrutiny
Committee meeting.

5. BACKGROUND PAPERS

e Cabinet Agenda

Contact Officer : Jim Diamond, Scrutiny Officer
0191 561 1396
James.diamond@sunderland.gov.uk
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28 day notice
Notice issued 4 January 2023

The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012

Notice is given of the following proposed Key Decisions (whether proposed to be taken in public or in private) and of Executive Decisions

including key decisions) intended to be considered in a private meeting:-

Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter*
for list of

members)

221123/755 | To seek approval to Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
increase housing rents 2023 report City Hall
for Sunderland City (published Plater Way
Council tenants with on the Sunderland
effect from 3 April 2023. Notice dated SR1 3AA

21
December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk

221201/757 | To approve the Third Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Capital Review 2023 report City Hall
2022/2023 (including (published Plater Way
Treasury Management). on the Sunderland

Notice dated SR1 3AA

21

December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk

221201/758 | To approve the Third Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Revenue Review 2023 report City Hall
2022/2023. (published Plater Way

on the Sunderland
Notice dated SR1 3AA

21
December
2022).

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter*
for list of

members)

221201/759 | To approve the Council Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services

Tax Base 2023/2024. 2023 report City Hall
(published Plater Way
on the Sunderland
Notice dated SR1 3AA
21
December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk

221201/760 | To approve the Local Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Council Tax Support 2023 report City Hall
Scheme 2023-2024. (published Plater Way

on the Sunderland

Notice dated SR1 3AA

21

December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk

221201/761 | To approve the Revenue | Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Budget 2023/2024 to 2023 report City Hall
2026/2027 — Update and (published Plater Way
Provisional Local on the Sunderland
Government Finance Notice dated SR1 3AA
Settlement 21

December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221206/762 | To approve the Cabinet Y 19 January Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
purchase of the 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
property; 1 Nookside, (published of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Sunderland. on the likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Notice dated Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
21 the Local Government Act 1972,
December as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
2022). contain information relating to the .gov.uk

financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

221207/763 | To consider the Cabinet Y 19 January Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
Homes England 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
Compliance Audit (published of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Report - Provider’s on the likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Acknowledgement of Notice dated Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
Report. 21 the Local Government Act 1972,

December as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
2022). contain information relating to the .gov.uk

financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

221212/764 | To approve a scheme of | Cabinet Y 19 January N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
external and internal 2023 report City Hall
refurbishment works to (published Plater Way
Washington and on the Sunderland
Houghton Le Spring Notice dated SR1 3AA
Library. 21

December committees@sunderland
2022). .gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

220207/690 | To approve the sale of Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
the former Alex Smiles 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
site and to undertake of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
required remedial works. likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

220207/691 | To approve the Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
acquisition of strategic 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
sites in the Commercial of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Road Area. likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

220524/714 | To agree to the grant of | Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
an option to sell property 2023 an item during the consideration Report City Hall
at Richmond Street, of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Sheepfolds, Sunderland. likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

220621/720 | To approve funding Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
options in respect of 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
development at Nile and of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Villiers Street Sunniside. likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

220712/722 | To seek agreement to Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
the proposed 2023 an item during the consideration Report City Hall
development strategy of of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
the Council’s Self and likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Custom Build Sites. Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk

financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

220719/723 | To seek approval for the | Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
acquisition of Property at 2023 an item during the consideration Report City Hall
Crowtree Road and to of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
grant a lease of the likely to be excluded under Sunderland
former Crowtree Leisure Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

Centre

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

220725/725 | To approve the Electric Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Vehicle Infrastructure 2023 report City Hall
Delivery Plan Plater Way

Sunderland

SR1 3AA
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk

221121/734 | To provide an update Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
and to seek approval for 2023 report City Hall
the change in delivery Plater Way
approach in respect of Sunderland
the Sunderland Heat SR1 3AA
Network.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk

220822/736 | To update Cabinet on Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
progress of the New 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
Wear Footbridge (“the of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Scheme”) and seek likely to be excluded under Sunderland
approval to award the Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

main works contract for
the Scheme.

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221018/746 | To consider the Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
acquisition of land and 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
buildings at Cowies of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
Way, Sunderland. likely to be excluded under Sunderland

Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

221018/747 | To consider a disposal Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
of land at Silksworth 2023 an item during the consideration Report City Hall
Road, Sunderland. of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way

likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221026/748 | To provide an update on | Cabinet N 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
the disposal of the 2023 an item during the consideration Report City Hall
former Civic Centre site of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way

likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

221101/750 | To consider the outcome | Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
of the review of the 2023 report City Hall
governance and contract Plater Way
arrangements for Sunderland
Together for Children SR1 3AA

Sunderland Limited and
approve the
recommended next
steps.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221110/753 | To seek approval for the | Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
Disposal of an Industrial 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
Property in Washington. of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way

likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,

as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any

particular person (including the

authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining

this exemption outweighs the

public interest in disclosing the

information.

221123/754 | To seek approval to Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
procure a contractor and 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
negotiate and enter into of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
a build contract for the likely to be excluded under Sunderland
delivery of 13 one bed Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

apartments at James
William Street.

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221130/756 | To seek approval to Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
procure a contractor 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
and, negotiate and enter of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
into a build contract in likely to be excluded under Sunderland
the delivery of 55 nos. Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
bungalows and the Local Government Act 1972,
apartments for over 55s as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
at land at St Luke Road. contain information relating to the .gov.uk

financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

221212/765 | To endorse the North Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
East Bus Service 2023 report City Hall
Improvement Plan Plater Way
Enhanced Partnership Sunderland
and Scheme and to SR1 3AA
delegate to the
Executive Director of committees@sunderland
City Development any .gov.uk
last minute changes to
the Plan and Scheme
that arise through the
consultation process.

221215/766 | To seek approval of a Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
framework of Tree 2023 report City Hall
Planting and Plater Way
Maintenance approved Sunderland
contractors. SR1 3AA

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221216/767 | To seek approval to Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
acquire St. Cuthbert’s 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
Methodist Church and of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
associated land to likely to be excluded under Sunderland
enable the build of 6 Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
specialist supported the Local Government Act 1972,
bungalows and approval as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
to procure a contractor contain information relating to the .gov.uk
and enter into a build financial or business affairs of any
contract for the delivery particular person (including the
of the bungalows. authority holding that information).

The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

221216/768 | To seek approval to Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services
acquire the former 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
Halfway House Public of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
House and, negotiate likely to be excluded under Sunderland
and enter into a build Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA

contract with Bright
Ideas in the delivery of
8nos. 1-bed apartments
for supported
accommodation.

the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will
contain information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter®
for list of

members)

221220/769 | To approve the 2023 Cabinet Y 2 February Y The report is one which relates to | Cabinet Governance Services

Siglion Business Plan 2023 an item during the consideration report City Hall
of which by Cabinet the public are Plater Way
likely to be excluded under Sunderland
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of SR1 3AA
the Local Government Act 1972,
as amended, as the report will committees@sunderland
contain information relating to the .gov.uk
financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the
authority holding that information).
The public interest in maintaining
this exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosing the
information.

221220/770 | To approve the carrying | Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
out of a procurement 2023 report City Hall
exercise in order to Plater Way
establish a framework Sunderland
for ground investigation SR1 3AA

works and geotechnical
services.

To delegate authority to
the Executive Director of
City Services in
consultation with the
Portfolio Holder to
conclude the contractual
arrangements.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Item no. Matter in respect of Decision- Key Anticipated | Private | Reasons for the meeting to be Documents | Address to obtain
which a decision is to | maker (if Decision | date of meeting | held in private submitted further information
be made individual, Y/N decision/ Y/N to the

name and period in decision-
title, if body, which the maker in
its name and decision is relation to
see below to be taken the matter*
for list of

members)

221221/771 | To consider the details Cabinet Y 2 February N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
of the City Plan 2023 report City Hall
Assurance Process. Plater Way

Sunderland

SR1 3AA
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk

210709/612 | To authorise the Cabinet Y During the N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
Executive Director of period 19 report City Hall
City Development to January to Plater Way
deliver the Washington 31 March Sunderland
F-Pit Museum Heritage 2023 SR1 3AA
Visitor Centre and
Albany Park committees@sunderland
Improvement project, .gov.uk
including the
procurement of
consultants and
contractors.

221006/744 | To approve in principle Cabinet Y 16 March to N Not applicable. Cabinet Governance Services
the establishment of a 30 June report City Hall
new police led Road 2023 Plater Way
Safety Partnership Sunderland
(Northumbria Road SR1 3AA

Safety Partnership)
embracing the

Northumbria Force Area.

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk
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Note; Some of the documents listed may not be available if they are subject to an exemption, prohibition or restriction on disclosure.

Further documents relevant to the matters to be decided can be submitted to the decision-maker. If you wish to request details of those
documents (if any) as they become available, or to submit representations about a proposal to hold a meeting in private, you should contact
Governance Services at the address below.

Subiject to any prohibition or restriction on their disclosure, copies of documents submitted to the decision-maker can also be obtained from the
Governance Services team City Hall, Plater Way, Sunderland, or by email to committees@sunderland.gov.uk

*Other documents relevant to the matter may be submitted to the decision maker and requests for details of these documents should
be submitted to Governance Services at the address given above.

Who will decide;

Councillor Graeme Miller — Leader; Councillor Claire Rowntree — Deputy Leader & Clean Green City; Councillor Paul Stewart - Cabinet
Secretary; Councillor Louise Farthing — Children, Learning and Skills: Councillor Kelly Chequer — Healthy City; Councillor Linda Williams —
Vibrant City; Councillor Kevin Johnston — Dynamic City.

This is the membership of Cabinet as at the date of this notice. Any changes will be specified on a supplementary notice.

Elaine Waugh,
Assistant Director of Law and Governance 4 January 2023
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