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Background and Rationale 

Promoting diversity within our local community is more important than ever. 
Sunderland is home to a variety of cultures and faiths but opportunities for pupils to 
engage meaningfully with this diversity can sometimes be limited. Through this 
project, Sunderland SACRE aims to provide primary school children with a valuable 
opportunity to explore and express their understanding of different faiths through 
art. Art offers a creative and accessible way for children to reflect on religious 
themes and share their perspectives. Displaying the finished work will encourage 
wider conversations across the community and highlight the importance of diversity 
within education and beyond 

Aims and Objectives 

The Exploring Faith through Art project aims to: 

• Provide primary school pupils with opportunities to explore and express their 
understanding of diverse faiths through creative art workshops. 

• Promote respect, inclusion and mutual understanding among children from 
different backgrounds by encouraging them to engage with religious themes. 

• Develop pupils’ knowledge of different religious traditions and their cultural 
significance within the local and wider community. 

• Showcase the importance of diversity and religious education by displaying 
pupils’ artwork, reaching a broad audience within the community. 

• Encourage collaboration between schools, local artists and SACRE, building 
meaningful partnerships that enhance RE learning. 

• Inspire creative learning experiences in RE that extend beyond the classroom 
and contribute to pupils’ personal and social development. 

Objectives: 

• Deliver a series of workshops led by a local artist, introducing pupils to 
religious symbols, stories and practices through artistic mediums. 

• Support pupils in creating individual and collaborative artworks that reflect 
their learning and personal interpretations of faith. 

• Organise a final exhibition, providing pupils with a platform to share their 
work with the community. 



• Document the project’s process and outcomes, creating resources that can be 
shared with other SACREs and schools through NASACRE. 

• Evaluate the project’s impact through pupil feedback, teacher reflections and 
community engagement, ensuring lessons learned can inform future 
initiatives. 

Project Activities and Timeline 

Phase 1: Planning and Preparation (May – September2025) 

• Confirm participation from local primary schools and identify lead teachers for 
the project. 

• Finalise partnership with the local artist, outlining workshop content and 
schedule. 

• Secure a venue for the final exhibition, Sunderland City Hall or a central 
location such as one of our libraries, pending confirmation. 

• Develop project resources, including introductory materials on faith diversity 
and initial artistic concepts. 

Phase 2: Delivery of Workshops (September 2025 – April 2026) 

• Conduct a series of interactive workshops in participating schools, led by the 
artist and supported by school staff. 

• Introduce pupils to diverse religious traditions through stories, symbols and 
practices. 

• Guide pupils in creating individual and group artworks that reflect their 
understanding and interpretations of different faiths. 

• Document pupils’ learning journeys through photographs, journals and video 
snippets where possible. 

Phase 3: Exhibition and Community Engagement (May – July 2026) 

• Curate and prepare artwork for the final exhibition, aiming to display in 
Sunderland City Hall or an alternative prominent venue if necessary. 

• Host an opening event for pupils, families, educators and community 
members, celebrating the project’s outcomes and the importance of diversity. 

• Share project materials and reflections through SACRE, NASACRE and local 
education networks, ensuring wide dissemination and lasting impact. 

Phase 4: Evaluation and Legacy (September – December 2026) 

• Gather feedback from pupils, teachers and the community on their 
experiences and learning. 



• Produce a final project report, including key outcomes challenges, and 
recommendations, to be shared with NASACRE and other SACREs. 

• Explore opportunities for sustaining the project’s impact, such as integrating 
faith-based art into future RE curricula or hosting similar initiatives in 
subsequent years. 

Impact and Outcomes 

Impact on Pupils: 

• Pupils will gain a deeper understanding of different faiths through hands-on 
artistic exploration, enhancing their RE learning. 

• The project will encourage creativity, critical thinking and reflection on 
religious diversity, helping pupils appreciate the richness of various traditions. 

• Participating in a collaborative project will build pupils’ confidence, teamwork 
skills and sense of achievement, especially with their work displayed in a 
public venue. 

Impact on Schools and SACRE: 

• Schools will benefit from high-quality RE experiences that support the 
curriculum and promote inclusive education. 

• Teachers will have access to new resources and creative approaches for 
teaching diversity within RE and Collective Worship. 

• SACRE will strengthen its role in supporting RE across the region, 
demonstrating innovative practice and collaboration with local artists and 
schools. 

Impact on the Wider Community: 

• The exhibition will serve as a visual reminder of the importance of diversity 
and respect within Sunderland, encouraging dialogue and understanding 
among community members. 

• The project will provide a platform for celebrating the city’s diverse faith 
communities, highlighting shared values and cultural richness. 

Outcomes: 

• A completed series of art workshops engaging pupils from multiple primary 
schools. 

• A public exhibition of pupils’ artwork, showcasing their learning and creativity. 

• A project report and resource pack available through NASACRE for other 
SACREs and schools. 



• Increased awareness of religious diversity and the value of RE within the local 
community and beyond. 

Sustainability 

The Exploring Faith through Art project is designed to have a lasting impact beyond 
its initial two-year funding period. Key elements of sustainability include: 

• Resource Creation: The project will produce a set of resources, including 
lesson materials, workshop outlines and examples of pupils’ work, which can 
be shared with other schools via SACRE and NASACRE platforms. These 
resources will continue to support RE teaching on faith diversity in future 
years. 

• Teacher Engagement: By involving teachers throughout the project, we will 
build their confidence and capacity to incorporate artistic approaches into 
their RE lessons, ensuring that the benefits of the project extend to future 
cohorts of pupils. 

• Ongoing Collaboration: The partnerships established between SACRE, 
schools, and the local artist could lead to future collaborative projects, 
embedding creative exploration of diversity into the local RE curriculum. 

• Potential Annual Event: The exhibition, once established, could inspire an 
annual or biennial event where schools continue to explore faith through art, 
encouraging long-term community engagement with diversity. 

• Digital Archive: The artwork and project journey could be documented 
digitally, creating an online archive accessible to schools, pupils, and the 
wider community, preserving the project’s legacy and providing inspiration for 
future initiatives. 

Budget Breakdown 

The total amount requested for the Exploring Faith through Art project is £4,000, 
with £2,000 to be received in September 2025 and a further £2,000 in January 2026. 
The budget will be allocated as follows: 

• Artist Fees and Materials (£3,300): 
Payment for the local artist’s time in planning, delivering workshops across a 
selection of up to seven primary schools, and curating the final exhibition, as 
well as covering the cost of art supplies such as canvases, paints, brushes, 
and other materials needed for pupils to create their artwork. 

• Exhibition Costs (£500): 
Costs associated with displaying the artwork, including venue preparation, 
display boards, and signage. Sunderland City Hall is the preferred venue, 
pending confirmation. 



• Project Documentation (£200): 
Printing and digital archiving of project materials, including photographs of 
the artwork and workshop sessions, to share with NASACRE, SACREs, and 
local schools. 

Role of SACRE and Project Management 

Sunderland SACRE will play a key role in overseeing and managing the Exploring 
Faith through Art project. The project manager will coordinate all aspects of the 
project, including: 

• Liaising with participating primary schools to organise workshop schedules 
and ensure smooth delivery. 

• Collaborating with the local artist to develop workshop content and support 
their work in schools. 

• Managing project finances, ensuring that funds are allocated appropriately 
and that expenditure is documented. 

• Communicating with NASACRE, providing progress updates and interim 
reports as required. 

• Coordinating the final exhibition, including securing a venue and promoting 
the event within the community. 

• Evaluating the project’s impact through feedback from pupils, teachers, and 
the community, and compiling a final report for NASACRE. 

Sunderland SACRE will also provide ongoing support throughout the project, 
ensuring that participating schools have the necessary resources and guidance to 
engage fully with the initiative. 
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