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COUNCIL        12 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
MOTIONS ON NOTICE  
 
Council Members are asked to consider the under-mentioned Motions: - 
 
1. Labour Welfare Cuts 
 
Council recognises that 3.7 million people in England and Wales receive Personal 
Independence Payments (PIP). PIP is a benefit not linked to being in work or out of work, 
but instead designed to help people with the additional unavoidable costs of having a 
disability. Many disabled people use PIP to cover the cost of getting to and from work, for 
paying for essential equipment and for meeting their social care charges.  
 
Council further recognises that Universal Credit contains a health-related element that 
currently supports 2.25 million people with severe health problems.  
 
Council both notes and condemns the announcement by the Labour Government in their 
Spring Statement that they will:  
 
• Cut the health element of Universal Credit for new claimants from £97 a week to £50 a 

week from April 2026.  
  

• Freeze the health element of Universal Credit for existing claimants until 2030 – 
meaning it will no longer increase with inflation, resulting in a real terms loss of income 
for over 2 million households.  
  

• Restrict those under the age of 22 from claiming the health element of Universal Credit 
at all.  
  

• Introduce stricter tests for those receiving Personal Independence Payments (PIP). 
People who struggle to even wash their hair or wash below their waist may have their 
payments reduced by an average of £1720 a year. It’s estimated that 370,000 people 
with disabilities will no longer qualify for PIP under the Government’s new assessment 
rules.  

 
Council believes these changes amount to nothing less than attack on those living with 
disabilities and health conditions – who need PIP payments and health-related Universal 
Credit to live independent, dignified lives.  
 
Research by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has found that 50% of recipient of the 
health element of Universal Credit are either unable to heat their home, are behind on 
their household bills or have low food security. There are 900,000 children living in 
households where someone receives the health-related Universal Credit.  
 
Freezing, reducing and removing these payments will have a catastrophic impact on 
millions of households who, due to disability and ill-health, face some of the highest rates 
of material deprivation in the UK.  
 
 
 
 



Council resolves to:  
 
• Instruct the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for Work and 

Pensions and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, expressing the council’s grave 
concerns about the impact of these changes and urging them to reverse their decision 
to target those with disabilities and health condition with cuts to their support 
payments.    

• Instruct the Leader of the Council to write to Bridget Phillipson MP, Sharon Hodgson 
MP and Lewis Atkinson MP, urging them to oppose these unfair changes to the 
welfare system and ask them to provide a written explanation to Council of why they 
chose to vote for the welfare cuts.   

• Develop a strategy to maximise the number of people claiming benefits they are 
entitled to in Sunderland, Houghton, Hetton and Washington by using existing 
resources including the council website, the council’s newsletters, notices in local 
newspapers and council social media feeds.  

• Ask the council’s scrutiny function to convene a Task & Finish Group to identify likely 
impacts on the local population and to assess the likely demand for support from the 
council and its local partners.  

• Council also resolves to request the Leader of the Council to write to the Chancellor, 
expressing the Council’s concern around these plans and urge the Government to 
reverse the decision and instead focus on sustainable and fair economic policies, 
rather than punishing those who need support the most.  

 
Proposer:          Cllr Paul Edgeworth 
Seconder:         Cllr Julia Potts 
 
Additional Signatories 
 
Cllr Bond Cllr Gibson Cllr O’Brien 
Cllr Crosby Cllr Haswell Cllr Walton 
Cllr Donkin Cllr Hodson Cllr Wood 
Cllr Fagan   

 
 
2. Notice of Motion – Don’t be caught short – Sunderland Courtesy Toilet 

Scheme 
 
Council notes that there have been drastic reductions to the number of council provided 
public toilets due to the challenging circumstances in local government.  
  
Council further notes that there are residents across the city who in the past have relied 
on ready access to council provided public toilets when they need it. That the reduction in 
the number of public toilets has made life for these residents, as well as others, a bit more 
challenging.  
  
Council acknowledges that in the immediate term the financial pressures on the council 
are unlikely to be alleviated to a degree which would provide significant funds to open new 
public toilets.  
  
Council takes note that local authorities around the council have initiated ‘Courtesy Toilet 
Schemes’ which encourage businesses, public sector and community premises to make 
their toilet available to the public in exchange for a small grant from the council.  



  
Council therefore asks the Chief Executive and Cabinet to:  
  

• Initiate a review of ‘Courtesy Public Toilet’ schemes in operation around the country 
and report back to the relevant committee on how a ‘Sunderland Courtesy Toilet 
Scheme’ could be implemented.  

• Ensure funding is available in future budget rounds from 2026/27 onwards to fund a 
‘Sunderland Courtesy Toilet Scheme’.  

• Ensure that the scheme is citywide and goes well beyond the city centre and 
reaches to local shopping centres and high streets across Sunderland, Houghton, 
Hetton and Washington.  

• Launch the ‘Sunderland Courtesy Toilet Scheme’ no later than 31 December 2026 
and ensure that residents of the city don’t get caught short.  

 
Proposer:   Cllr Martin Haswell 
Seconder: Cllr Andrew Wood 
 
Cllr Bond Cllr Fagan Cllr O’Brien 
Cllr Crosby Cllr Gibson Cllr Potts 
Cllr Donkin Cllr Hodson Cllr Walton 
Cllr Edgeworth   

 
 
3. Notice of Motion – Expansion of Free School Meals 
 
This council strongly welcomes the Labour government’s massive extension of free school 
meals to over half a million more children across the UK, including over 15,000 
Sunderland children.  
 
We note that this historic change will mean an extra £500 in parents’ pockets, and we are 
delighted that this change alone will help to lift 100,000 children out of poverty. For the 
children who will benefit from this unprecedented expansion, this change will mean access 
to a nutritious meal during the school day which in turn leads to higher attainment, 
improved behaviour, and better outcomes – meaning they get the best possible education 
and chance to succeed in work and life.  
 
We recognise that the extension of free school meals is just the latest step in Labour’s 
Plan for Change to break the unfair link between background and opportunity, including 
rolling out free breakfast clubs, expanding government-funded childcare to 30 hours a 
week for working parents and commitment to cap the number of branded school uniform 
items. We note that this in turn comes on top of targeted support for families in 
Sunderland being hit the hardest by the cost-of-living crisis, with urgent action including 
raising the national minimum wage, uprating benefits and supporting 700,000 families 
through the Fair Repayment Rate on Universal Credit deductions. 
 
We resolve to work with government to help bring down child poverty – and to support 
initiatives that will help tackle the root causes of poverty, by raising wages and getting 
more local people into good jobs, and we will work alongside local schools to help ensure 
that every child in Sunderland gets the high-quality education they deserve. 
 
Proposer: Cllr Michael Butler 
Seconder: Cllr Helen Glancy 



 
Cllr Mordey Cllr Curtis Cllr Thornton 
Cllr Chequer Cllr Dagg Cllr Laverick 
Cllr Johnston Cllr Scanlan Cllr Burrell 
Cllr A Smith Cllr Elms Cllr H Trueman 
Cllr Leonard Cllr Tobin Cllr Newey 
Cllr Jones Cllr Usher Cllr Chisnall 
Cllr Tye Cllr Speding Cllr Dodds 
Cllr Williams Cllr D Snowdon Cllr Hunter 
Cllr Feeley Cllr Herron Cllr Heron 
Cllr Chapman Cllr P Walker Cllr Samuels 
Cllr D E Snowdon Cllr Price  
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