Sunderiand
City Councill

Public Questions for Council
12 November 2025

No. | Subject From: -

1 Flags on Street Furniture Sharon Howard

2 Arena for Sunderland Lloyd

3 Glass Centre Report Scott Burrows

4 New Year Fireworks John Henderson

5 Integration of Asylum Seeker Stephen Pounder

6 Housing at Ryhope and Doxford David Newby

7 Sunderland Culture Linda McShane

8 Small Businesses in Hetton Lauren Laws

9 West Area Hub Caroline Comer

10 | ASB Prevention Paul Jorgenson

11 | Social Housing Alison Mason

12 | Broadway Roundabout Mr Kevin Leonard

13 |Local Elections Hardipsinh barad

14 | Stamp Duty William Smith

15 | Durham Road Parking Benjamin Davies Scott
16 | SAIL Policing Sam Johnston

17 | Fulwell Road Traffic Lights Stephen Pickering

18 | Keel Crossing Nicola Austin-Ratcliffe
19 | Approved Premises Hylton Road | Greg Peacock
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Flags on Street Furniture
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Sharon Howard, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“Is there going to be any action to remove flags being attached to our lampposts and
other street furniture in SR4. Material is being attached to road infrastructure or
other council property without permission affecting road and public safety. The
raising of flags has become linked to debate surrounding immigration and asylum
seekers, some groups to protesting against politicians They can appear unsettling
and threatening to residence. What is Sunderland Council's course of action?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Arena for Sunderland
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Lloyd, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“We’re smashing the regeneration, are there any plans for an Arena (Music etc 5K-
20k seats ) to compete with Newcastle & bring revenue into Sunderland”?

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Glass Centre Report
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Scott Burrows, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“In the minutes from the meeting held on 25 June 2025 it states - "Council further
resolves that the Chief Executive will prepare a detailed report, to be made public
within 6 weeks, with the following terms of reference:

1. Fully explain the proposed ownership structure of Glassworks: Sunderland.
2. Consider whether the NGC and NGCA will continue to exist ...
3. Outline the capital and revenue cost ..."

Please let me know where the public can find this report”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —-New
Subject Year Fireworks
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

John Henderson, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“The fireworks at New year. Are they pet friendly and who will be paying for them .
As | do not agree to fireworks that will upset animals?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Integration of Asylum Seeker
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Stephen Pounder, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“With Sunderland being a city of Sanctuary, can the leader of the council invite any
asylum seeker who is in accommodation in Sunderland along to the Stadium of Light
to watch a game with one of the two season tickets S.A.F.C. supplied to the council.
This would help in these asylum seekers feel as though they are really part of the

city?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Housing at Ryhope and Doxford
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

David Newby, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“Part 1: What plans are in place to service the massive housing increases at Ryhope
/Doxford. (Where are the extra public services coming from, i.e.: council services,
refuse, health services (doctors surgeries), education, emergency services)?

Part 2: where are the 'affordable homes/social housing?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Sunderland Culture
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Linda McShane, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

Linda - Communities and Culture Portfolio Holder

“Sunderland Culture plays an important part in the cultural and creative life of our
city. As a charity it must follow the law, working for the benefit of the public.

The loss of the Fire Station and threatened loss of the NGC and NGCA in 2026
weaken its ability to carry out its function.

The Council is a Founding Partner of Sunderland Culture, what active steps are the
Council taking to make sure it keeps its charitable status?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Small Business in Hetton
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Lauren Laws, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

‘I commend the leader for bringing his high street clean up to Easington Lane and |
look forward to this coming to Hetton soon. Small Business Saturday on 6th
December is a campaign promoting small businesses and encouraging people to
shop locally which helps small businesses thrive and strengthens local economies.
Will the leader commit his ongoing support to the small businesses Hetton and
encourage others to do the same by ensuring that our small shopping areas are the
best that they can be?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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] Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 — West
Subject Area Hub

To Leader of the Council

Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Caroline Comer, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“What difference has the opening of the West Area hub made to anti social
behaviour in the area™?

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 — ASB
Subject Prevention
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Paul Jorgenson, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“I would like to know what is the council doing to help support and prevent disorderly
conduct from teenagers and young children causing trouble in our area and
surrounding areas we have very little resources like community policing and places
for these children to go too.?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Social Housing
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Alison Mason, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“The Housing Act 1996 and the Localism Act 2011 jointly enable housing
associations to prioritise defined groups for social housing, including those that are
British and with demonstrable history within the locality. Can the council confirm if
any housing partners currently use these provisions to prioritise local British people
for social housing?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Broadway Roundabout
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Mr Kevin Leonard, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“The Barnes and Humbledon Residents Association was pleased to hear that
Labour's proposed bus lane on Chester Road / The Broadway has been cancelled.
What future improvements to the Broadway roundabout are planned and what is the

timetable for delivery?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Local Elections
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Hardipsinh barad, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“Can the Leader of the Council confirm that Labour and the Greens have entered
into an election pact in Sunderland and that Labour will stand aside in some wards to
let the Greens win, in return for the Greens going into coalition with Labour after

May”?

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Stamp Duty
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

William Smith, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“What would be the impact on the local housing market and wider local economy of
abolishing stamp duty - and does the Cabinet Member believe government should

do this?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Durham Road Parking
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Benjamin Davies Scott, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following

question.

“The Council will be aware that residents of Barnes and Thornhill continue to face
issues on Durham Road, at the Mayfair buildings, as cars park both within the cycle
lane and on top of the bollards. Little is done to police this illegal parking. What more
does the Council have planned to make this route safe for pedestrians and cyclists?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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] Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 — SAIL
Subject Policing

To Leader of the Council

Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Sam Johnston, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“Council officers have acknowledged that the increased policing of the city centre
through SAIL has caused some issues to move out into residential areas. What
assessment has the Council made of this displacement of problems from the city
centre and how will they be tackled?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 —
Subject Fulwell Road Traffic Lights
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Stephen Pickering, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“It's becoming increasingly difficult to turn right at the Sea Road/Station Road/Fulwell
Road junction traffic lights when approaching from Dene Lane towards the Blue Bell
pub. There is continuous oncoming traffic from Fulwell Road such that at best, one
or two cars can turn right each light cycle. This leads to long queues on Dene Lane
and people turning right on red due to frustration. Can a turn right filter light be
considered at the junction to reduce the increasing risk of an accident?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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Public Question for Council - Wednesday 12 November 2025 — Keel
Subject Crossing
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Nicola Austin-Ratcliffe, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following

question.

“There are reports on social media that already parts of the new footbridge are
dysfunctional, with lights that have stopped operating and tarmac breaking up. Can
the Council give an honest assessment of any faults that have been identified thus
far and the projected cost of repairing these?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance



19

Sunderland
City Councill

My ref KVM

M e m O Your ref

From Assistant Director of Law and Governance Date 04.11.25
Title Ext
Service

Public Question for Council — Wednesday 12 November 2025 -
Subject Approved Premises Hylton Road
To Leader of the Council
Copied to The Mayor

Chief Officers’ Group

Assistant Director of Law and Governance

File

Greg Peacock, a resident of Sunderland, has submitted the following question.

“Will the Leader confirm whether he:

1) Supports the apparent position of the Head of Public Protection (Residential)
North East — namely, that priority should be given to prisoners assessed as high or
very high risk of reoffending when released on licence, where this may compromise
the safeguarding of residents in Pennywell nearby; or

2) He instead stands with the 2,021 residents who have signed the petition calling for
the relocation of the CAS1 Approved Premises on Hylton Road?”

Assistant Director of Law and Governance
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