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CABINET MEETING – 27 March 2025 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET – PART I 
 
Title of Report: 
Draft International Advanced Manufacturing Park Area Action Plan (IAMP AAP) 
Regulation 19 Consultation 
 
Author(s): 
Assistant Director of Economic Regeneration 
 
Purpose of Report: 
The purpose of this report is to seek Cabinet approval to undertake public consultation 
on the Regulation 19 Draft IAMP AAP (Appendix 1) and publish the supporting evidence 
base.  
 
Description of Decision: 
Cabinet is recommended to: 
 

a) approve the Regulation 19 Draft IAMP AAP at Appendix 1 for consultation 
alongside the supporting evidence base; and 

b) delegate authority to the Assistant Director of Economic Regeneration in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Housing, 
Regeneration and Business to make any appropriate and necessary minor 
amendments to the proposed Regulation 19 draft version of the Plan and 
supporting documents prior to the commencement of the consultation.  

 
Is the decision consistent with the Budget/Policy Framework? Yes 
 
If not, Council approval is required to change the Budget/Policy Framework 
 
Suggested reason(s) for Decision: 
The existing IAMP AAP was adopted by the Council in November 2017 and provided a 
policy framework to deliver a new employment park of regional and national significance. 
 
Since its adoption, the IAMP AAP has successfully enabled delivery of phase 1 of the 
IAMP and the ongoing development of the UK’s first large scale gigafactory which is 
currently under construction.  Outline planning consent has also been granted for the 
Northern and Southern Employment Areas. 
 
However, notwithstanding the success of the IAMP AAP to date, there is a need to 
increase the flexibility of the document going forward to be appropriately aligned to the 
North East Investment Zone. 
 
Following Cabinet approval in July 2024, the Council (alongside South Tyneside 
Council) published a Regulation 18 draft of a revised IAMP AAP for consultation.  After 
taking into consideration representations received as part of the consultation, a revised 



Regulation 19 draft of the IAMP AAP has now been prepared for consultation (Appendix 
1). 
 
Regulation 19 represents the final consultation stage as outlined in the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012), prior to the document being 
submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination in Public. 
 
Subject to Cabinet approval, the draft plan will be published for a 6-week public 
consultation alongside the supporting evidence base for the plan in accordance with the 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012) and the Council’s 
adopted Statement of Community Involvement.  
 
Alternative options to be considered and recommended to be rejected: 
Consideration was given to not preparing a new IAMP AAP and continuing to utilise the 
existing IAMP AAP to support the development of the IAMP.  However, this would not 
provide a planning policy framework that provides the necessary flexibility to support the 
ongoing delivery of the IAMP as part of the North East Investment Zone and the 
associated job creation and employment opportunities. 
 
Impacts analysed; 
 
Equality     Privacy    Sustainability        Crime and Disorder   
 
Is the Decision consistent with the Council’s co-operative values?  Yes 
 
 
Is this a “Key Decision” as defined in the Constitution?           Yes 
 
Is it included in the 28 day Notice of Decisions?            Yes 
 
  

X N/A X X 



 
CABINET – 27 MARCH 2025 
 
DRAFT INTERNATIONAL ADVANCED MANUFACTURING PARK AREA ACTION PLAN 
(IAMP AAP) REGULATION 19 CONSULTATION 
 
Report of the Assistant Director of Economic Regeneration 
 
1.0 Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Cabinet approval to undertake public 

consultation on the Regulation 19 Draft IAMP AAP (Appendix 1) and publish the 
supporting evidence base.  

 
2.0 Description of Decision (Recommendations) 
 
2.1 Cabinet is recommended to: 
 

a) approve the Regulation 19 Draft IAMP AAP at Appendix 1 for consultation 
alongside the supporting evidence base; and 

b) delegate authority to the Assistant Director of Economic Regeneration in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Housing, 
Regeneration and Business to make any appropriate and necessary minor 
amendments to the proposed Regulation 19 draft version of the Plan and 
supporting documents prior to the commencement of the consultation.  

 
3.0 Background 
 
3.1 The IAMP is located near Nissan Motor Manufacturing UK’s (Nissan) Sunderland 

plant and provides a bespoke, world class environment for the automotive supply 
chain, as well as the advanced manufacturing sector. The IAMP is becoming a 
significant asset for the North East economy and is expected to make a meaningful 
contribution to the national economy. 

 
3.2 The overarching aim of the IAMP is to deliver 7,850 jobs over the lifetime of the 

IAMP development.  The IAMP began its journey as part of a City Deal published in 
2014 and has been successful in bringing forward large-scale development. 

 
3.3. Development on the IAMP is supported by an Area Action Plan (AAP) adopted in 

2017 which sets the planning framework for the area and allocates 150 hectares of 
land for development within the administrative areas of Sunderland and South 
Tyneside.   

 
4.0 Current Position 
 
4.1 The existing IAMP AAP was adopted by both the Council and South Tyneside 

Council (“the Councils”) in November 2017 and forms the statutory development plan 
against which planning applications in the IAMP area are determined. 

 
4.2 Since its adoption, the IAMP AAP has facilitated the delivery of over 45,000 square 

metres of employment floorspace within phase 1 of the development and secured 
the development of the UK’s first large scale gigafactory which is currently under 
construction on site.  The IAMP AAP has also facilitated the grant of outline planning 



permission for the Northern and Southern Employment Areas and enabling 
infrastructure works. 

 
5.0 Revised Draft IAMP AAP 
 
5.1 In July 2024, the Council’s Cabinet approved a revised Regulation 18 draft of the 

IAMP AAP for consultation.  Following this decision, an eight-week public 
consultation was undertaken on the draft AAP document and the supporting 
evidence between 29 July 2024 and 23 September 2024. 

 
5.2 A total of 16 representations were received as a result of the consultation, including 

one late submission.  A summary of the representations is set out in the consultation 
statement provided at Appendix 3. 

 
5.3 After taking into consideration representations received as part of the consultation 

and other material planning considerations, the draft IAMP AAP has now been 
updated into a Regulation 19 draft document. 

 
5.4 The main changes to the draft AAP following the Regulation 18 consultation can be 

summarised as follows: 
 

• No longer proposing to extend the AAP area into the safeguarded land identified 
within the adopted Sunderland Core Strategy and Development Plan, with this land 
therefore remaining safeguarded for future development needs and to be considered 
for release through a future Plan review based on the latest evidence; 

• Updating the vision, objectives and policies to place a greater emphasis on active 
travel and opportunities for future rail connections via the Leamside Line; 

• Updating the vision, objectives and policies to strengthen reference to improvements 
to the ecological status of the River Don and Usworth Burn; 

• Updating the objectives and policies to make it clear that development should not 
increase flood risk and enhancing references to the use of sustainable drainage 
systems; 

• Updating the policies to provide clarity on the need to protect species of principal 
importance as being separate to the requirement to protect and mitigate the impact 
to habitats; 

• Amending the wind energy policy to reflect all forms of renewable and clean energy 
and removing the proposed designated area for potential wind energy development 
following related changes to national planning policy; and 

• Other minor modifications to improve the legibility of the document. 
 

5.5 Subject to Cabinet approval, the Regulation 19 draft IAMP AAP will be subject to a 6-
week public consultation process which is expected to commence on 31 March and 
close on 12 May 2025. 

 
5.6 Following the Regulation 19 consultation, the Council (alongside South Tyneside 

Council) will be required to prepare a report summarising the responses received.  At 
this stage, the report of consultation and the draft IAMP AAP will be submitted to 
Cabinet and subsequently to Council to seek approval to submit the draft IAMP AAP 
to the Secretary of State for Examination in Public. 

 



5.7 If adopted, the new IAMP AAP would replace the existing IAMP AAP as the statutory 
development plan against which planning applications within the IAMP AAP area 
would be determined. 

 
6.0 Reasons for the Decision 
 
6.1 The existing IAMP AAP was adopted by the Council in November 2017 and provided 

a policy framework to deliver a new employment park of regional and national 
significance. 

 
6.2 Since its adoption, the IAMP AAP has successfully enabled delivery of phase 1 of 

the IAMP and the ongoing development of the UK’s first large scale gigafactory 
which is currently under construction.  Outline planning consent has also been 
granted for the Northern and Southern Employment Areas. 

 
6.3 However, notwithstanding the success of the IAMP AAP to date, there is a need to 

increase the flexibility of the document going forward to be appropriately aligned to 
the North East Investment Zone. 

 
6.4 Following Cabinet approval, in July 2024 the Council (alongside South Tyneside 

Council) published a Regulation 18 draft of a revised IAMP AAP for consultation.  
After taking into consideration representations received as part of the consultation, a 
revised Regulation 19 draft of the IAMP AAP has now been prepared for consultation 
(Appendix 1). 

 
6.5 Regulation 19 represents the final consultation stage as outlined in the Town and 

Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012), prior to the document being 
submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination in Public. 

 
6.6 Subject to Cabinet approval, the draft plan will be published for a 6-week public 

consultation alongside the supporting evidence base for the plan in accordance with 
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012) and the 
Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement. 

 
7.0 Alternative Options 
 
7.1 Consideration was given to not preparing a new IAMP AAP and continuing to utilise 

the existing IAMP AAP to support the development of the IAMP.  However, this 
would not provide a planning policy framework that provides the necessary flexibility 
to support the ongoing delivery of the IAMP as part of the North East Investment 
Zone and the associated job creation and employment opportunities. 

 
8.0 Impact Analysis 
 
8.1 Equalities Analysis – An Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) has been prepared for 

the draft IAMP AAP.  A copy of the IIA is included in Appendix 4 for Cabinet’s 
information and attention.  In summary, it is not anticipated that the proposals will 
have any negative impacts but may have positive impacts associated with job 
creation and renewable energy generation. 

 
8.2 Financial Implications – The costs of undertaking the public consultation on the 

Regulation 19 Draft IAMP AAP will be met through existing Strategic and Sustainable 
Plans budgetary provision.   

 



8.3 Legal Implications – When undertaking the Regulation 19 consultation the Council 
must comply with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 and the adopted Statement of Community Involvement.  After the 
Regulation 19 consultation is complete, but before submission of the draft IAMP AAP 
for independent examination, a further report will be submitted to Cabinet and Full 
Council for further consideration taking into account the outcome of the public 
consultation process.      

 
8.4 Health Outcomes and Health Inequalities – An Integrated Impact Assessment 

(IIA) has been prepared for the draft AAP (Appendix 4).  It is not anticipated that the 
proposals will have any negative health impacts. 

 
8.5 Sustainability – An Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) has been prepared for the 

draft AAP (Appendix 4).  A Sustainability Appraisal has also been prepared 
alongside the draft AAP (Appendix 2) which sets out the sustainability framework 
against which the policies of the new AAP have been assessed.  This has ensured 
that the policies of the plan have been made as sustainable as possible, ensuring 
that positive impacts are maximised and any negative impacts are avoided or 
appropriately mitigated where necessary. 

 
8.6 Co-operative Values – At Annual Council in May 2015, it was resolved that the 

following statement be included in the Constitution to reflect the values of the “Co-
operative Council”. “Sunderland City Council is a co-operative council and in being 
so will act ethically in all its actions while adhering to and actively promoting its co-
operative values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and 
solidarity. These values will underpin its decision making and actions.” 

 
8.7 Policy Implications – Given the relatively early stage of plan preparation, the draft 

AAP will not have any significant policy implications and the existing AAP will 
continue to form the statutory development plan for planning applications being 
determined within the AAP area.  Upon adoption however, the new AAP will replace 
the existing AAP as the adopted development plan for the IAMP area. 

 
8.8 The Public/External Bodies – The draft AAP has been prepared in collaboration 

with South Tyneside Council and will be published for a six-week public consultation, 
providing the public and any external bodies the opportunity to make any 
representations on the proposals.  

 
9.0 Background Papers 
 

Appendix 1: Draft International Advanced Manufacturing Park Area Action Plan 
(Regulation 19) 
Appendix 2: Draft IAMP AAP Sustainability Appraisal 
Appendix 3: Draft IAMP AAP Consultation Statement 

 Appendix 4: Draft IAMP AAP Integrated Impact Assessment  
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