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Smith, D. Snowdon, D.E. Snowdon, Thornton  

Co-opted Members – Mrs. A. Blakey 
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Report of the Director of Children’s Services (copy
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5. Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children – National
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Report of the Director of Children’s Services (copy
attached)
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Report of the Scrutiny, Mayoral and Members’ Support
Coordinator (copy attached)

7. Notice of Key Decisions 11 

Report of the Scrutiny, Mayoral and Members’ Support
Coordinator (copy attached)

E. WAUGH,
Assistant Director of Law and Governance,
City Hall,
SUNDERLAND.

25th October 2023 



At a meeting of the CHILDREN, EDUCATION AND SKILLS SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL on THURSDAY 5th 
OCTOBER 2023 at 5.30 p.m. 

Present:- 

Councillor Gibson in the Chair 

Councillors Crosby, Dunn, McDonough, Samuels, P. Smith, D. Snowdon, D.E. 
Snowdon and Thornton together with Mrs A. Blakey. 

Also in attendance:- 

Ms. Jill Colbert, Director of Children’s Services and Chief Executive, TfC. 
Ms Karen Davison, Director of Early Help, TfC 
Ms Linda Mason, Targeted Youth Services Manager, TfC 
Ms. Majella McCarthy, Director of Children’s Social Care, TfC 
Ms Ruth Neesham, Performance Manager, TfC 
Mr. David Noon, Principal Governance Services Officer, Smart Cities & Enabling 
Services. 
Ms. Gillian Robinson, Scrutiny, Members and Mayoral Coordinator, Smart Cities & 
Enabling Services. 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were submitted to the meeting on behalf of Councillors Guy 
and Chapman.  

Minutes of the last meeting of the Children, Education and Skills Scrutiny 
Committee held on 7th September 2023 

1. RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 7th

September 2023 be confirmed as a correct record.

Declarations of Interest (including Whipping Declarations) 

There were no declarations of interest. 

Change in the Order of Business 

2. RESOLVED that Item 6 on the agenda (Together for Children Meaningful
Measures September 2023) be heard at this juncture to allow the presenting officer
to leave thereafter.
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Item 2



Together for Children Meaningful Measures September 2023 

The Director of Children’s Services submitted a report (copy circulated) which 
provided the Committee with performance information as at September 2023 in 
relation to the following Meaningful Measures: -  

i) I Feel Safer and Supported.
ii) I Feel Happy at Home and Feel Connected to People that Matter to Me.
iii) I Take a Lead in My Plans and TfC Makes Sure Workers can Support Me.
iv) I Feel Healthier, Join Activities that are Fun and My Ideas Help TfC to be Creative

(for copy report – see original minutes) 

Ms Ruth Neesham, Performance Manager presented the report highlighting the 
processes involved together with any trends or themes arising and addressed 
questions and comments from Members thereon. 

Councillor McDonough welcomed the continued improvement in respect of the ’% 
Cared for Children who have experienced 3+ moves within the last 12 months’ and 
asked how had this been maintained?  

Ms. Majella McCarthy, Director of Children’s Social Care, replied that adopting the 
Mockingbird Model had certainly helped maintain the improvement and it was hoped 
that the newly launched regional ‘Foster North East’ hub, would also provide support 
for the measure. 

In addition, Councillor McDonough welcomed the continued decline in the ‘% 
Offending by Cared for Children’ and asked how this had been achieved. In reply the 
Committee was advised that this was covered in detail in a later report on the 
agenda, however in short it had involved a lot of work in partnership with the Police 
Children’s homes and Carers. There had been a great focus on the principles of 
Restorative Justices and a lot of Scrutiny undertaken. 

Councillor McDonough then noted that elected Home Schooling had continued to 
rise at a consistent rate and asked if there was any specific reason for this. Ms 
Colbert replied that the Committee had discussed work programme items at its first 
meeting of the municipal year and had requested that a report on this issue be 
scheduled into the work programme. Ms Davison advised that in essence it was 
difficult to understand exactly why. Parents were under no obligation to inform TfC or 
the school of their reasons for doing so. From a safeguarding point of view, TfC 
would organise a meeting with parents, but some would choose not to engage. For 
those that did, a multitude of reasons were given regarding the choice to home 
school including the difficulty for the child in re-engaging with school following Covid, 
and personal lifestyle choices. Parents would also cite a range of dissatisfactions 
with the school environment including bullying, child mental health and unmet special 
educational needs.  

Councillor Samuels asked if the demographics of home schooling were monitored 
and if the geographical locations of families that home schooled could be included in 
the future report to Committee.  
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Councillor Crosby referred to Measure MM2 and the spike in the number of cared for 
young people in their early teens and asked if the spike was caused by the 
increasing numbers of refugees arriving in the city? Ms Colbert replied that it was 
important to clarify that the young people referred to by Councillor Crosby were 
unaccompanied asylum seekers and were classed differently to refugees. There 
were currently 27 unaccompanied asylum seekers being cared for by TfC. 

The Chair having thanked Ms Neesham for her report it was:- 

3. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.

Youth Justice Plan 2021-2024 

Ms. Linda Mason, Targeted Youth Services Manager presented a report (copy 
circulated) which provided the Committee with an opportunity to discuss the Youth 
Justice Plan 2021-2024.  

(for copy report – see original minutes) 

The Committee was informed that the role and responsibilities of local Youth 
Offending Teams/Services (YOT/YOS) were set down by the Crime and Disorder Act 
1998. It also included the requirement for each local area to produce an annual 
Youth Justice Plan setting out how youth justice services would be delivered in the 
local area. The principal aim of the service was to prevent offending and re-offending 
by children and young people. In doing so, the service worked in partnership to 
deliver both statutory and non-statutory services to:- 

• Young people aged 10-17 who, because of actual offending have become
involved in the criminal justice system.
• Children and young people identified as at risk of offending.
• Families of children and young people offending or at risk of offending; and

victims of young people who have offended.

The ethos of the service was to always take a child centred approach in its work. Ms 
Mason then briefed the Committee on the achievements of the YOS in 2022/23 and 
the strategic priorities moving forward.  

The Chairman thanked Ms Mason for her report and invited questions and 
comments from the Committee. 

In response to an enquiry from Councillor Crosby, Ms Mason explained the 
difference between court disposals and out of court disposals. Much would depend 
on the gravity of the offence with some offences not being eligible for out of court 
disposal. Out of court disposals were part of a preventative approach to reducing 
offending by identifying young people in need of intervention to address their 
behaviour in a timelier way to avoid the possible outcome of a criminal record. A key 
factor had been the introduction by Northumbria police of the use of Outcome 22 as 
an option within the out of court process. This was used when the police had decided 
to defer prosecution until the young person had been given the opportunity to 
engage with a diversionary, educational or intervention activity.  
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Councillor Samuels commended the report and was pleased to see the recognition 
given to the SARA project for the part it played in the preventative approach. She 
was aware, having worked in Gateshead, of its Crime Prevention Team and asked if 
Sunderland operated a similar team. Ms Mason confirmed that it did and that it 
focused on taking a whole family approach through the ‘Turnaround’ scheme. 

In response to an enquiry from Councillor David Snowdon regarding the funding 
structure for the service outlined on page 20 of the agenda papers, Ms Mason 
confirmed that it was a permanent arrangement.  

Councillor David Snowdon referred to the Sunderland YOS Board Membership 
detailed on page 26 of the agenda and commented that it was very ‘white British’. Ms 
Colbert replied that it was something TfC was very aware of and that it was a hot 
topic for it. An analysis of disproportionality had been undertaken and a fixed term 
post in relation to diversity and inclusion had been established to help the 
organisation better understand the issue. Councillor Snowdon asked further if the 
HM Inspectorate of Probation had raised the issue as part of its recent inspection of 
the Youth Offending Services in Sunderland? Ms Colbert advised that the question 
had been asked, however the Inspectorate were happy that the Board was aware of 
the issue and also acknowledged that the City’s BAME community represented a 
small percentage of the overall population. 

In response to an enquiry from Councillor P. Smith, Ms Mason advised that the 
volunteer mentoring scheme for NEETS no longer operated however they continued 
to receive specialist careers advice and guidance from the YOS team.  

In response to an enquiry from Councillor McDonough regarding the Safer Transport 
programme, Ms Mason confirmed that she would approach the Violence Reduction 
Unit to see if data in respect of the recording of incidents / interventions was 
available. 

In response to a further enquiry from Councillor McDonough, Ms Mason advised that 
the rate of re-offending figure was not a good measure as it fluctuated so much. It 
was sourced from Police National Data which included adults. The reporting period 
over which reoffending was monitored from the original offence was 18 months.  

With regard to recruitment, Councillor Dianne Snowdon asked if the YOS liaised with 
the University or attend its Jobs Fairs. Ms Mason replied that that the service met 
regularly with both the University and the College however not specifically in relation 
to recruitment. It did advertise vacancies through the University, but it did not 
formally attend its Jobs Fairs. 

There being no further questions for Ms Mason, the Chair thanked her for her 
attendance and the valuable work undertaken by the Service. 

4. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.

Joint Targeted Area Inspection (JTAI) of the Multi-Agency Response to 
Children and Families Who Need Help 

Ms Karen Davison, Director of Early Help, submitted a report (copy circulated) in 
respect of the above matter.  
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(for copy report – see original minutes) 

The Committee was informed that the Joint Targeted Area inspection (JTAI) was 
carried out by inspectors from Ofsted, the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and His 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) in 
January 2023. A report setting out the findings of the inspection was published in 
March 2023 and in response an action plan was developed. A copy of the inspection 
letter and the action plan were attached as appendices to the report. 

The Inspection letter was a positive outcome and there was no judgement attached. 
The Action Plan had been submitted to Ofsted and the Sunderland Safeguarding 
Children Partnership would have responsibility for monitoring it. There was a 
confidence that the actions were on track however some required a change in 
culture and attitudes for which there was no instant solution. It was important to note 
that Ms Davison and Ms Colbert could only address Member questions from the 
perspective of TfC. Police and Health partners were not present however it was 
hoped that their attendance could be secured when the next update was submitted 
to the Committee. 

In response to an enquiry from Councillor P. Smith, Ms Colbert confirmed that the 
recruitment of school nurses was a problem for the health provider. TfC were in a 
conversation with the Director of Public Health to see if the Council could help 
bolster the service. It was often the case that pupils would only see a school nurse 
on a targeted basis. 

In terms of what needed to improve, Councillor P. Smith noted that once again 
‘communications’ had been highlighted. Historically this was something that had 
featured consistently in similar reports. In response to a further question from 
Councillor Smith, the Committee was advised that TfC had produced a very robust 
safeguarding training programme for schools, however not all schools bought in to it. 

Councillor Samuels commented that it was a very positive report, and it was good to 
see that the strength of Early Help and the Multi Agency approach had been 
recognised. There was however a comment that the voice of the child wasn’t always 
recognised. Councillor Samuels asked if this related to other agencies rather than 
TfC? Ms Davison advised that she didn’t believe it reflected anything that had 
slipped in what TfC did. The issue probably reflected that the strength of the work 
undertaken wasn’t always reflected in the case recording. Councillor Thornton added 
that with regard to the voice of the child, if you don’t help the parent resolve their own 
issues you can’t help the child. She asked if children attended their case reviews. Ms 
Davison replied that they did however it wasn’t compulsory. The choice whether to 
attend or not was left up to the child. 

Mrs Blakey commended the support that her school received from the Early Help 
Team at TfC. It was disappointing that Police and Health partners had not been able 
to attend to provide the Committee with their perspective on the report. 

There being no further questions for Ms Davison, the Chair thanked her for her 
attendance, and it was: -  

5. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted.
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Annual Work Programme 2023/24 

The Scrutiny, Members and Mayoral Coordinator submitted a report (copy circulated) 
which briefed members on the development of the Committee’s work programme for 
the municipal year 2023/24 and appended a copy of the programme for Members’ 
consideration. 

(for copy report – see original minutes) 

Ms Robinson Scrutiny, Members and Mayoral Coordinator presented the report and 
briefed the Committee on the current position regarding those items already 
scheduled on the work programme and those waiting to be programmed in on a 
suitable date.  

6. RESOLVED that the report be received and noted

Notice of Key Decisions 

The Scrutiny, Members and Mayoral Coordinator submitted a report (copy circulated) 
which provided Members with an opportunity to consider those items on the 
Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions for the 28 day period from the 13th September 
2023. 

(for copy report – see original minutes) 

The Committee was advised that if Members had any issues to raise or required 
further detail on any of the items included in the notice, (that were within the purview 
of the Committee), they should contact Mr Diamond, Scrutiny Officer for initial 
assistance. 

7. RESOLVED that the Notice of Key Decisions be received and noted.

There being no further items of business, the Chairman closed the meeting having 
thanked members and officers for their attendance and contributions. 

(Signed) P. GIBSON, 
Chairman.
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CHILDREN EDUCATION AND SKILLS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 2 
NOVEMBER 2023 

FUTURE PROVISION OF THE SHORT BREAKS SERVICE 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN SERVICES   

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 To provide the Committee with an update on the future plans with regard 
to the provision of overnight short breaks for children with complex and 
additional needs in the city. 

2. Background

2.1 At its meeting on 7 September 2023, the Committee received an update 
on plans for future provision, following the end of the agreement between 
SCAS and Grace House to provide the short breaks service. 

3 Current Position 

3.1 Jill Colbert (Director of Children’s Services) and Majella McCarthy 
(Director of Children’s Social Care) will provide a presentation on the 
progress made to date and plans moving forward to provide alternative 
care for children with complex and additional needs. 

4. Recommendation

4.1 The Committee is recommended to consider and comment on the 
presentation. 
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CHILDREN EDUCATION AND SKILLS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 2 
NOVEMBER 2023 

UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING CHILDREN – NATIONAL 
TRANSFER SCHEME UPDATE 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN SERVICES 

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 To provide the Committee with an update on the National Transfer 
Scheme for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children.   

2. Background

2.1 In setting its work programme for the year, the Committee agreed to 
receive an update report on the National Transfer Scheme for 
unaccompanied asylum seeking children. 

2.2 Together for Children are responsible for children and young people who 
are found to be seeking asylum within the Sunderland area and those that 
are referred to us via the National Transfer Scheme. 

3 Current Position 

3.1 Sharon Willis (Head of Service) will provide a presentation regarding the 
work ongoing for children and young people who are unaccompanied and 
seeking asylum, known to Children’s Social Care.  

3.2 The presentation will cover the current position, the challenges and plans 
moving forward. 

4. Recommendation

4.1 The Committee is recommended to consider and comment on the report 
and presentation.   

8

Item 5



1 

CHILDREN, EDUCATION AND SKILLS  SCRUTINY COMMITTEE    2 NOVEMBER 
2023 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME  2023-2024 

REPORT OF THE SCRUTINY AND MEMBERS’ SUPPORT COORDINATOR 

1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 The report sets out for members’ consideration the work programme of the 
Committee for the 2023/24 municipal year.  

2. Background

2.1 The work programme is designed to set out the key issues to be addressed by 
the Committee during the year and provide it with a timetable of work. The 
Committee itself is responsible for setting its own work programme, subject to 
the coordinating role of the Scrutiny Coordinating Committee. 

2.2 The work programme is intended to be a working document which Committee 
can develop throughout the year, allowing it to maintain an overview of work 
planned and undertaken during the Council year.  

2.3 In order to ensure that the Committee is able to undertake all of its business 
and respond to emerging issues, there will be scope for additional meetings or 
visits not detailed in the work programme. 

2.4 In delivering its work programme the Committee will support the Council in 
achieving its corporate outcomes. 

3. Current position

3.1 The current work programme is attached as an appendix to this report. 

4. Conclusion

4.1 The work programme is intended to be a flexible mechanism for managing the 
work of the Committee in 2023-24. 

5 Recommendation 

5.1 That Members note the information contained in the work programme. 

Contact: Gillian Robinson, Scrutiny and Members’ Support Co-oordinator 
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CHILDREN, EDUCATION AND SKILLS SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – WORK PROGRAMME 2023-24 Appendix 1 

REASON 
FOR 
INCLUSION 

8 JUNE 23 
(INFORMAL 
MEETING) 

 6 JULY 23  7 SEPT 23 5 OCT 23 2 NOV 23 30 NOV 23 11 JAN 24  1 FEB 24 29 FEB 24 18 APRIL 24 

Policy 
Framework/ 
Cabinet 
Referrals and 
Responses 

Scrutiny Annual 
Report – 23/24 

Scrutiny 
Business 

Work 
Programme 
2023/24 

Fostering 
Pathfinder 
(Majella 
McCarthy) 

Respite Care 
Services (Jill 
Colbert) 

Joint targeted area 
inspection (JTAI) of 
the multi-agency 
response to children 
and families who 
need help (Jill 
Colbert) 

Youth Justice Plan 
2021-24 – Update 
(Linda Mason) 

Short Break – 
Update 
(Jill Colbert) 

Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seeking 
Children 
(Sharon Wills) 

Sunderland 
Healthy Related 
Behaviour Study 
Report (Jennifer 
Green/Ryan 
Houghton) 

Early Help Update 
(Karen Davison) 

Child and 
Adolescent 
Mental Health 

Schools 
Attendance/ 
Missing 
Education/Home 
Schooling 
Update  
(Simon 
Marshall) 

SEND – Update 
(Pamela 
Robertson) 

SEND 
Educational 
Attainment 

School 
Attainment 
Update (Simon 
Marshall) 

Adult Skills (Jill 
Colbert) 

Performance 
/ Service 
Improvement 

Children Services 
Customer 
Feedback – 
Annual Report 
(Stacey 
Hodgkinson) 

TfC Meaningful 
Measures 
Performance Report 
(Jill Colbert/Stacey 
Hodgkinson) 

Children Services 
Customer 
Feedback (Stacey 
Hodgkinson) 

TfC Meaningful 
Measures 
Performance 
Report (Jill 
Colbert/Stacey 
Hodgkinson) 

TfC Meaningful 
Measures 
Performance 
Report (Stacey 
Hodgkinson) 

Consultation 
/ Awareness 
Raising 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work 
Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work 
Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work 
Programme 

Notice of Key 
Decisions 

Work 
Programme 

RACC Update 
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 2 NOVEMBER 2023 

CHILDREN, EDUCATION AND SKILLS SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF KEY DECISIONS 

REPORT OF THE SCRUTINY MAYORAL AND 
MEMBERS’ SUPPORT CO-ORDINATOR  

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 To provide Members with an opportunity to consider the items on the 
Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions.   

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1 Holding the Executive to account is one of the main functions of Scrutiny.  One 
of the ways that this can be achieved is by considering the forthcoming decisions 
of the Executive (as outlined in the Notice of Key Decisions) and deciding 
whether Scrutiny can add value in advance of the decision being made.  This 
does not negate Non-Executive Members ability to call-in a decision after it has 
been made. 

2.2 To this end, the most recent version of the Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions 
is included on the agenda of this Committee. The Notice of Key Decisions is 
attached marked Appendix 1.   

3. CURRENT POSITION

3.1 In considering the Notice of Key Decisions, Members are asked to consider only 
those issues where the Scrutiny Committee or relevant Scrutiny Panel could 
make a contribution which would add value prior to the decision being taken. 

3.2 In the event of Members having any queries that cannot be dealt with directly 
in the meeting, a response will be sought from the relevant Directorate. 

4. RECOMMENDATION

4.1 To consider the Executive’s Notice of Key Decisions at the Scrutiny Committee 
meeting. 

5. BACKGROUND PAPERS

• Cabinet Agenda
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28 day notice 
Notice issued 11 October 2023 

The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012 

Notice is given of the following proposed Key Decisions (whether proposed to be taken in public or in private) and of Executive 
Decisions including key decisions) intended to be considered in a private meeting: - 

Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

221006/744 To approve in principle 
the establishment of a 
new police led Road 
Safety Partnership 
(Northumbria Road 
Safety Partnership) 
embracing the 
Northumbria Force Area. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

N Not applicable. Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

210709/612 To authorise the 
Executive Director of 
City Development to 
deliver the Washington 
F-Pit Museum Heritage
Visitor Centre and
Albany Park
Improvement project,
including the
procurement of
consultants and
contractors.

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

N Not applicable. Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

220207/690 To approve the sale of 
the former Alex Smiles 
site and to undertake 
required remedial works. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

220524/714 To agree to the grant of 
an option to sell property 
at Richmond Street, 
Sheepfolds, Sunderland. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

220712/722 To seek agreement to 
the proposed 
development strategy of 
the Council’s Self and 
Custom Build Sites. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

220719/723 To seek approval for the 
acquisition of Property at 
Crowtree Road and to 
grant a lease of the 
former Crowtree Leisure 
Centre. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

221110/753 To seek approval for the 
Disposal of an Industrial 
Property in Washington. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

230428/799 To seek approval for 
Housing Strategy for 
Sunderland 2023 - 2030 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

N N/A Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
Civic Centre 
PO BOX 100 
Sunderland 
SR2 7DN 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

230717/826 To seek approval to 
publish the 2022/2023 
Low Carbon Annual 
Report 

Cabinet Y During the 
period 1 
September 
– 31
December
2023

N Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

230718/828 To agree to enter into 
Inter-Authority 
Agreement regarding 
North East Screen 
Industries Partnership 

Cabinet Yes 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

230721/829 To seek approval to 
procure care and 
support services that 
enable people to live 
independently at home. 

Cabinet Yes 9 November 
2023 

N N/A Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 16
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Item no. Matter in respect of 
which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

230818/831 To update Cabinet on 
the Masterplan 
proposals for High Street 
West, Sunderland and to 
seek approval to appoint 
a Multi-disciplinary 
Design Team to 
progress the feasibility, 
design and planning 
work to develop the 
Project. 

Cabinet Yes 9 November 
2023 

N N/A Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

230907/832 To seek approval to 
provide grant funding in 
relation to the delivery of 
new housing 

Cabinet Yes 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 

committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 

17

mailto:committees@sunderland.gov.uk
mailto:committees@sunderland.gov.uk
mailto:committees@sunderland.gov.uk
mailto:committees@sunderland.gov.uk


 
Item no. Matter in respect of 

which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 
 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

230913/838 To Seek Approval to the 
Leasing of Land at 
Crowtree Green, 
Sunderland. 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 
 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
Civic Centre 
PO BOX 100 
Sunderland 
SR2 7DN 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
 

231002/839 To consider whether to 
consent to the making of 
the statutory order to 
create a new mayoral 
combined authority for 
the North East region 
and abolish the existing 
combined authorities 
(NTCA and NECA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023   
 

N N/A Cabinet 
report  

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 

which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 
 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

230927/840 To Seek Cabinet 
Approval for the Siglion 
Business Plan 

Cabinet Y 7 December 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 
 

Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
Civic Centre 
PO BOX 100 
Sunderland 
SR2 7DN 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
 

231002/841 Capital Programme 
Planning 2024/2025 to 
2027/2028 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 to 31 
December 
2023 

N N/A Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
Civic Centre 
PO BOX 100 
Sunderland 
SR2 7DN 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
 

231002/842 Budget Planning 
Framework and Medium 
Term Financial Plan 
2024/25 to 2027/28 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 to 31 
December 
2023 

N N/A Cabinet 
Report 

Governance Services 
Civic Centre 
PO BOX 100 
Sunderland 
SR2 7DN 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
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Item no. Matter in respect of 

which a decision is to 
be made 

Decision-
maker (if 
individual, 
name and 
title, if body, 
its name and 
see below 
for list of 
members) 

Key 
Decision 

Y/N 

Anticipated 
date of 
decision/ 
period in 
which the 
decision is 
to be taken 
 

Private 
meeting 

Y/N 

Reasons for the meeting to be 
held in private 

Documents 
submitted 
to the 
decision-
maker in 
relation to 
the matter* 

Address to obtain 
further information 

231003/843 To seek approval for 
Housing Investment and 
Delivery Plan Housing 
Disposals  

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

Y The report is one which relates to 
an item during the consideration 
of which by Cabinet the public are 
likely to be excluded under 
Paragraphs 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972, 
as amended, as the report will 
contain information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the 
authority holding that information). 
The public interest in maintaining 
this exemption outweighs the 
public interest in disclosing the 
information. 
 

Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
 

231003/844 To seek approval to vary 
the contract term of all 
contracts for the 
Provision of Personal 
Care and Nursing Care 
within a Care Home  
 

Cabinet Y 9 November 
2023 

N  Cabinet 
report 

Governance Services 
City Hall 
Plater Way 
Sunderland 
SR1 3AA 
 
committees@sunderland
.gov.uk 
 

 
Note; Some of the documents listed may not be available if they are subject to an exemption, prohibition or restriction on disclosure. 
 
Further documents relevant to the matters to be decided can be submitted to the decision-maker. If you wish to request details of those 
documents (if any) as they become available, or to submit representations about a proposal to hold a meeting in private, you should contact 
Governance Services at the address below.  
 
Subject to any prohibition or restriction on their disclosure, copies of documents submitted to the decision-maker can also be obtained from the 
Governance Services team City Hall, Plater Way, Sunderland, or by email to committees@sunderland.gov.uk  
 
*Other documents relevant to the matter may be submitted to the decision maker and requests for details of these documents should 
be submitted to Governance Services at the address given above. 
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Who will decide;  
 
Councillor Graeme Miller – Leader; Councillor Claire Rowntree – Deputy Leader & Clean Green City; Councillor Paul Stewart - Cabinet 
Secretary; Councillor Kelly Chequer – Healthy City; Councillor Kevin Johnston – Dynamic City; Councillor John Price – Vibrant City; Councillor 
Linda Williams – Children, Education and Skills. 
 
This is the membership of Cabinet as at the date of this notice.  Any changes will be specified on a supplementary notice. 
 
Elaine Waugh,  
Assistant Director of Law and Governance  11 October 2023 
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