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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CITY SERVICES 
 
REGULATORY COMMITTEE – 3 OCTOBER 2011 
 
HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE AGE POLICIES   
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 To inform the Committee of proposals to advise hackney carriage and private hire 

vehicle proprietors with regard to the Council’s age policies. 
 
2.0 DESCRIPTION OF DECISION 
 
2.1 Members are requested to note the contents of the report. 
 
3.0 INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The Committee will be aware that they have recently considered several 

applications relating to the licensing of vehicles falling outside the age limits of the 
current policies. The owners of these vehicles have been unable to provide the 
required evidence that their vehicles had been correctly and regularly serviced by a 
reputable garage, in accordance with the manufacturers’ service specification. 

 
 

3.2 The Council’s current policy relating to the age of vehicles licensed as hackney 
carriages or private hire vehicles states: 

 
 “(a) Except for those vehicles "exceptionally well maintained" as defined in (b)  
   below: 
 

(i) no vehicle over 5 years old, i.e. from the date of first registration, be 
accepted for initial licensing; 

 
(ii) with effect from the 1st July 1992,no vehicle, licensed as a hackney 

carriage or private hire vehicle, be accepted for further licensing once it 
has reached 7 years of  age from the date of first registration; 

 
  (iii)      as from 2nd March 1998, no purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicle  
         or minibus over 5 years old, i.e. from the date of first registration, be  
         accepted for initial licensing; 
 
  (iv)     as from 2nd March 1998, no purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicle  
         or minibus licensed, be accepted for further licensing once it has reached  
        10 years of age from the date of first registration; 
 
  (v)      All vehicles as specified above currently licensed and outside of the  
        Council's 'Age Policy' be subjected to three mechanical inspections per  
        year. 
 
 (b) the following definition of "exceptionally well maintained" be adopted:- 
 ` 
 - the vehicle to be in excellent mechanical condition; 
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- the vehicle to be in all respects safe and roadworthy with no signs of corrosion to 

the mechanical parts, chassis, underside or body work. 
 

- evidence to be produced, i.e. the vehicle service record, that the vehicle has 
been correctly and regularly serviced, by a reputable garage, in accordance with 
the manufacturers' service specification; 

 
- the exterior of the vehicle to be in near perfect condition with no dents, damage 

or signs of corrosion.  The paintwork to be in excellent condition; 
 
 -    the interior of the vehicle to be in near perfect condition.  The upholstery, linings,  
  seats and floor coverings to be perfectly clean with no holes, tears or signs of   
  wearing; 
 

- the boot or luggage compartment to be in good condition, clean and 
uncluttered.”   

 
This information is given to applicants prior to the initial licensing of a vehicle. 
  
4.0 CURRENT POSITION 
 
4.1 In order to ensure that applicants for a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle 

licence and current licensees are aware of the importance of ensuring that the 
service history of their vehicles are recorded in the required manner should they 
wish to license a vehicle outside of the Council’s Age Policies, it is proposed that 
the following information will be provided to all new applicants and current 
proprietors in relation to hackney carriages and private hire vehicles:- 

  
“The Council has policies to ensure that vehicles are safe and suitable to be used 
as Hackney Carriages or Private Hire Vehicles. 

 
a) No vehicle aged over five years’ old, from the date of first registration, will be 

accepted for initial licensing unless we consider it to be exceptionally well 
maintained.  This policy applies even where the vehicle has been licensed 
previously but that licence, for whatever reason, is not in force when an 
application to license it again is made.  If you want to license a vehicle after it 
is five years’ old it is in your interest to ensure that you do not allow the 
licence to lapse before applying for a licence after the fifth anniversary of its 
registration. 

 
b) No vehicle, except ‘purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicles or 

minibuses, aged over seven years old, from the date of first registration, will 
be accepted for the renewal of its licence unless we consider it to be 
exceptionally well maintained. 

 
c) No purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicle or minibus,  aged over ten 

years old, from the date of first registration, will be accepted for the renewal 
of its licence unless we consider it to be exceptionally well maintained. 

 
You should note that ‘exceptionally well maintained’ means, among other  
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requirements, that you will need to produce a full record that the vehicle has been 
correctly and regularly serviced by a reputable garage in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s service specification. 

 
This means that you will need records for the whole of the vehicle’s history,  
including any time before it came into your possession. 

 
Failure to produce the necessary documents will result in an application being  
referred to the Regulatory Committee for their decision.” 

 
4.2 It is proposed that this information is to be included in new licence application  

forms, licence renewal application forms and letters advising a proprietor that their 
vehicle requires a mechanical inspection.  These proposals will ensure that vehicle 
proprietors are advised at least twice a year of the importance of ensuring that the 
service history of their vehicles are recorded in the required manner.  Copies of the 
proposed application forms and letter as detailed above are attached at Appendix 1.   

 
5.0 REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 
5.1 To improve the awareness of applicants and proprietors of the Council’s 

requirements in relation to the age of vehicles licensed as hackney carriages and 
private hire vehicles. 

 
6.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7.0 RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS  
 
7.1 None. 
 
8.0 GLOSSARY 
 
8.1 No acronyms or abbreviations have been used in this report. 
 
9.0 LIST OF APPENDICIES 
 
9.1 Appendix 1 – Copies of proposed documents. 
 
10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
10.1 None. 
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APPENDIX 1 
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