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26th September 2024 

REPORT OF SUNDERLAND VOLUNTARY SECTOR ALLIANCE 

1  Purpose of the report 

1.1 The following report provides an update form SVSA for the North Area Committee for 

the period of June 2024 – July 2024. 

2 Background 

2.1 Area Committee requested regular updates from SVSA at each Committee meeting to 

enable members to be up to date on current SVSA developments, projects, and 

priorities and to encourage collaborative working and 2 way communication. 

3 General Update 

3.1 Increased Membership figures since the last report. Now 165 unique VCSE 

organisations based or delivering in Sunderland.   

3.2 Developed a local intelligence section to our website, featuring resources for the VCSE 
sector to use for funding applications. - Local Intelligence and Data - Sunderland 
Voluntary Sector Alliance (sunderlandvsa.co.uk). 
 

3.3 Presented at the Sunderland City Business Partnership network meeting, to raise the 
profile of the VCSE sector in Sunderland and to encourage potential investment 
opportunities for the future. 

 
3.4 Implementation of CRM system is underway. This will support effective recording, 

reporting and analysis moving forward. 
 

3.5 Case studies have been produced to highlight the work we have been doing and the 
impact this is having on the VCSE sector organisations we are working with- Case 
Studies - Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance (sunderlandvsa.co.uk). 

 
4 Funding and Investment 

4.1 Partnered with 3 funders (Bernard Sunley Foundation, Community Foundation and Sir 

James Knott) to facilitate online and face to face funding sessions. These sessions 

provide information direct to the sector, supporting them to improve the quality and 

content of funding applications and success rates.  

4.2  Completed the process for the Community Transport Grants. £35K will be distributed 

across the successful applicants.   

4.3 A total of 3 social value opportunities have been successfully allocated to 7 

organisations with a total value of £6600. 

5  Sector Support  
 
5.1  33 VCSE organisations have been supported (of which 13 were new organisations 

during June& July 2024) 
3 Funding Events have been hosted with a total of 39 attendees. 

https://www.sunderlandvsa.co.uk/article/22894/Local-Intelligence-and-Data
https://www.sunderlandvsa.co.uk/article/22894/Local-Intelligence-and-Data
https://www.sunderlandvsa.co.uk/article/22889/Case-Studies
https://www.sunderlandvsa.co.uk/article/22889/Case-Studies


 
 

  
5.2 Worked in partnership 3 businesses to deliver 300 hours of corporate volunteering to 

6 VCSE sector organisations.  
 
6  Communications and Engagement   
 
6.1 Circulated our June 2024 E-Bulletin to 420 individuals. 
 
6.2 Celebrated Volunteer week (June 2024) by developing and distributing a Volunteer E 

Bulletin - Volunteers Week Bulletin - Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance 
(sunderlandvsa.co.uk). 

 
6.3  Press release launched to raise our profile and celebrate our 1 year anniversary - 

Sunderland Echo - Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance celebrates a year of helping 
the community - Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance (sunderlandvsa.co.uk). 

 
6.4  Piloting funding updates and opportunities, distributing weekly to the sector. 
 
7 Trustee update  
 
7.1  Trustees have been appointed to newly established Finance Sub-Committee. 
 
8 Future developments 

8.1 First AGM (Annual General Meeting) planned for September2024. 

8.2 Distribute successful Community Transport Grants. 

8.3 Focus on Comms and Engagement. 

Contact Officer 

Tracy Hassan, Sunderland Voluntary Sector Alliance Manager 

Email: tracy.hassan@sunderlandvsa.co.uk 

Mobile: 07443202589 
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