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Title of Report: 
 
REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION: AMENDMENT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES 
REGARDING MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
Author(s): 
 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE 
 
Purpose of Report: 
 
To propose amendments to the Council Procedure Rules.  
 
Description of Decision: 
 
To recommend Council to amend the Council Procedure Rules in respect of motions 
on notice as set out in the report and Appendix, such amendment to come into 
immediate effect when approved by Council. 
 
Is the decision consistent with the Budget/Policy Framework? Yes 
 
If not, Council approval is required to change the Budget/Policy Framework 
 

Suggested reason(s) for Decision: 
 
To enable business at Council meetings to be considered expeditiously. 
 
Alternative options to be considered and recommended to be rejected: 
Not to make any changes to the Council Procedure Rules with regard to motions on 
notice. 
 
This is recommended to be rejected as without changes being made to the Council 
Procedure Rules, it is likely that Council will continue to be unable to conclude all 
business on the agenda at Ordinary Meetings in one sitting. 
Impacts analysed; 
 
Equality   Privacy  Sustainability   Crime and Disorder   
 
Is the Decision consistent with the Council’s co-operative values? Yes 
 
Is this a “Key Decision” as defined in the Constitution?   No  
 
Is it included in the 28 day Notice of Decisions?    No 
 
  

N/

 

N/A N/A N/A 
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REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE 
 
REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION: AMENDMENT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES 
REGARDING MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To propose amendments to the Council Procedure Rules.  
 
 
2. Description of Decision (Recommendations) 
 
2.1 To recommend Council to amend the Council Procedure Rules in respect of 

motions on notice as set out in the report and Appendix, such amendment to 
come into immediate effect when approved by Council. 

 
 

3. Background  

3.1 For some time, it has often been the case that not all business on the agenda 
for Ordinary Council Meetings has been concluded in one sitting and some 
items of business, generally motions on notice, are carried forward to the next 
Ordinary Meeting. Additional motions on notice are then submitted to the next 
Meeting, thereby exacerbating the situation and leading to an ongoing 
backlog of business, which cannot be concluded within the timeframe for each 
Meeting. 

3.2 In order for business at Ordinary Council Meetings to be considered more 
expeditiously, it is proposed that there be a limit of four motions on notice at 
each Meeting. Any motions that have not been dealt with will not be carried 
forward and must be resubmitted if the members concerned still wish them to 
be considered. 

3.3 While the deadline for submission of motions on notice will remain the same, 
it is proposed that notice may not be submitted earlier than 08.00 hours on the 
working day following the previous meeting. As is current practice, submission 
of a valid motion on notice to the e-mail address 
committees@sunderland.gov.uk, and which contains proper confirmation of at 
least two signatories, will be deemed to be delivery to the Chief Executive. 
Should there be more than one motion on notice received at the same time, 
the order in which they shall be taken to have been received will be the order 
in which they appear in the “committees” in-box.  

3.4 Whatever the actual time of receipt, it is suggested that provided the relevant 
notice(s) is / are received within the timeframe for submission, the first motion 
received from each of the two largest groups on the Council, will be the first 
two motions listed on the agenda. Where opposition groups are of equal size, 
only the majority group will be guaranteed to have its first motion on notice 

mailto:committees@sunderland.gov.uk


included on the agenda. Any others will be included in order of receipt, up to 
the maximum of four. Likewise, where there is no single largest group, the 
four motions to be included will be determined by order of receipt. 

3.5 Proposed amendments to the Council Procedure Rules to reflect the changes 
are shown in the Appendix. In addition to making provision regarding the 
number of motions on notice to be included on each agenda, the grounds for 
rejection of a motion have been updated to include circumstances in which 
one motion seeks to deal with a number of unrelated matters.  

3.6 When four motions on notice have been received, any member who 
subsequently submits a motion will be informed accordingly and if they wish to 
resubmit their motion to the following meeting, they will still need to do so in 
accordance with the requirements of Rule 13.  

 
4. Reason for Decision 
 
4.1 To enable business at Council meetings to be considered expeditiously. 
 
 
5. Alternative Options 
 
5.1 Not to make any changes to the Council Procedure Rules with regard to 

motions on notice. 
This is recommended to be rejected as without changes being made to the 
Council Procedure Rules, it is likely that Council will continue to be unable to 
conclude all business on the agenda at Ordinary Meetings in one sitting. 
 

6. Legal Implications 
 

6.1 Changes to the Council Procedure Rules require approval of Council. 
 
7. Financial Implications 

 
7.1 There are no additional financial implications arising from the proposal set out 

in this report. 
 

       8. Background Papers 
      
          None 
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