Item 5
Coalfield Area Committee
10 December 2025

November PlayZone update and request for agreement on next steps

Current Position

Members will be aware from previous bi-monthly updates that identifying a suitable and
willing community organisation to operate the PlayZone at Herrington CW Park has proven
challenging.

Despite extended discussions with Herrington Sport and Community Club (HS&SC), they
have now confirmed they are unable to assume responsibility for managing the facility. As all
other viable options within the Herrington CW Park locality have been fully explored without
success, the project team is now considering an alternative location within the Coalfield area

Football Foundation Criteria

Members will remember that we must engage the most appropriate community partner to
operate the PlayZone, to ensure the facility and project is sustainable. Therefore, as a
reminder, the community partner must be able to clearly demonstrate as part of a Football
Foundation application, that they have the:

1. Capacity, experience and a willingness to operate sport facilities
2. Local presence to ‘oversee’ and manage the new facility

3. Experience of using ‘sport and physical activity’ to engage specifically with young
people, as well as the wider community

It has been difficult in the Coalfield area to find a suitable Community Organisation alongside
an appropriate piece of land.

Next Steps

The Active Sunderland project team has determined that Youth Almighty, based at Rectory
Park, is the only suitable community partner that meets the Football Foundation’s criteria for
operating a PlayZone. All alternative options have been thoroughly explored without
success.

This proposed approach was communicated to members on 10 October 2025, and several
members expressed their support. To date, no objections have been received regarding this
recommendation.



Risks

If members do not approve the proposed approach, the Coalfield Area will almost certainly
miss out on securing a PlayZone for residents, particularly children and young people. The
funding window and project timelines cannot accommodate further delays, and no alternative
sites or partners remain available.

Recommendation

Area Committee to formally agree for the Active Sunderland Project team to progress with
the approach detailed in the email to all Coalfield members on the 10" October 2025.

Are Committee are requested to approve the Active Sunderland project team’s proposal to
progress conversations with Youth Almighty and continue to explore the identified location
near Houghton Rectory.

If Area Committee agree to this, the community engagement exercise will commence in
January 2026, and the funding bid submitted in Spring 2026 The Football Foundation have
confirmed that the application from the Coalfield area can be submitted in April 2026



