
Item 3 (b) Annex 1 
 
Fire Definitions 
 
The fire definitions are listed below according to the gov.uk website : 
 
 
Primary fires are potentially more serious fires that harm people or cause damage to property and 
meet at least one of the following conditions: 
 

• any fire that occurred in a (non-derelict) building, vehicle or (some) outdoor structures 

• any fire involving fatalities, casualties or rescues 

• any fire attended by five or more pumping appliances 
 
Primary fires are split into four sub-categories: 
 

• Dwelling fires are fires in properties that are a place of residence i.e. places occupied by 
households such as houses and flats, excluding hotels/hostels and residential institutions; 
dwellings also includes non-permanent structures used solely as a dwelling, such as 
houseboats and caravans 

• Other buildings fires are fires in other residential or non-residential buildings; other 
(institutional) residential buildings include properties such as hostels/hotels/B&Bs, 
nursing/care homes, student halls of residence etc; non-residential buildings include 
properties such as offices, shops, factories, warehouses, restaurants, public buildings, 
religious buildings etc 

• Road vehicle fires are fires in vehicles used for transportation, such as cars, vans, 
buses/coaches, motorcycles, lorries/HGVs etc; ‘Road vehicles’ does not include aircraft, 
boats or trains, which are categorised in ‘other outdoors’ 

• Other outdoors fires are fires in either primary outdoor locations (that is, aircraft, boats, 
trains and outdoor structures such as post or telephone boxes, bridges, tunnels etc.), 
or fires in non-primary outdoor locations that have casualties or five or more pumping 
appliances attending 

  
Secondary fires are generally small outdoor fires, not involving people or property. These include 
refuse fires, grassland fires and fires in derelict buildings or vehicles, unless these fires involved 
casualties or rescues, or five or more pumping appliances attended, in which case they become 
primary fires. 
 
Accidental fires include those where the motive for the fire was presumed to be either accidental or 
not known (or unspecified).  
 
Deliberate fires include those where the motive for the fire was ‘thought to be’ or ‘suspected to 
be’ deliberate. This includes fires to an individual’s own property, others’ property or property of an 
unknown owner. Despite deliberate fire records including arson, deliberate fires are not the same as 
arson. Arson is defined under the Criminal Damage Act of 1971 as ‘an act of attempting to destroy or 
damage property, and/or in doing so, to endanger life’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-statistics-guidance/fire-statistics-definitions#:~:text=Primary%20fires%20are%20potentially%20more,involving%20fatalities%2C%20casualties%20or%20rescues


 
 
 


