
Equality Impact Assessment 
Project name – Low Carbon Action Plan  
 

1. Purpose and Scope 
 
Purpose and Scope 
Sunderland City Council .  
 
Scope 
Climate change represents a significant challenge for our generation. Over the past 50 years, the 
average global temperature has increased at the fastest rate in recorded history and the trend is 
accelerating. 2019 was the second warmest year on record, according to the World Meteorological 
Organization. It is a global issue in relation to which every person, every organisation and 
every place has a role to play.  Sunderland is committed to playing its part in tackling the global 
climate change emergency.  
 
 
In March 2019, Sunderland City Council acknowledged the scale of this challenge by declaring a 
Climate Emergency at Full Council, recognising the immediate action required, and agreed to the 
following motion:   
 
“In recognition of the threat posed to our environment by climate change Sunderland City Council 
will declare a climate emergency.  Numerous local authorities around the country have declared 
climate emergency and it is important for the council to show it takes the issue seriously.  Recent 
weather and changes in ecosystems show that we are already seeing changes as a result of 
climate change so it is important to join other councils in giving the issue suitable attention and 
clearly setting out how we will meet our targets on cutting emissions.”   
 
Sunderland City Council has prepared a Low Carbon Action Plan which will set out its commitments 
in relation to delivering the aspirations and targets of the Low Carbon Framework. 
 
2. Analysis of Impact on People  

 
Characteristics  List of Impacts  
 Positive  Neutral  Negative 
Age None 

 
None No known negative 

impacts.  
Disability  As above. None  No known negative 

impacts. 
Gender/Sex As above. None  No known negative 

impacts. 
Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 



 
 

Pregnancy & 
Maternity 

As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 

Race/Ethnicity As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 

Religion/Belief As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 

Sexual Orientation  As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 

Transgender/gender 
identity 

As above. None  No known negative 
impacts. 

 
Other individuals or groups impacted on: 
It is not anticipated that any other specific groups or communities would be affected by the Action 
Plan. 
 
Gaps in intelligence and information: 
The Council does not consider that there are any gaps in our intelligence regarding equalities 
matters.  
 
3. Summary of Impacts and Response to Analysis 

 
It is not anticipated that any other specific groups or communities would be affected by this project 
 
4. Response to Analysis, Action Plan and Monitoring   

 
Action  Who  When  Monitoring 

Arrangements 
Adoption of the Sunderland City Council 
Low Carbon Action Plan 

Strategic and 
Sustainable 
Plans Team 

January 2021 Manage against 
indicated 
timescale. 
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