Sunderiand
City Council
Item No. 3

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
HELD ON TUESDAY, 15" OCTOBER 2024 AT 4.30 PM

VENUE: BUNNY HILL CENTRE, HYLTON ROAD, SUNDERLAND
Present: -

Local Councillors

Councillor Dagg

Councillor Dodds

Councillor Glancy

Christian and Other Denominations

Matt Moore

David Whiting

Kevin Lapping

Church of England

Caroline Weir

Amy Clarke

Nicky Anderson

Teachers Association

Tracy Conway

Nicola Jackman

Steven Beck

In Attendance

Richard Cullen, Strategic Lead, School Improvement & Early Years
Chris Barrass, School Improvement Officer — Curriculum

Paul Wood, Principal Governance Services Officer

SAC257 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted to the meeting on behalf of Councillor
Newey, Tony and Elizabeth Wortman and Sarah Hamall.



SAC258 Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson

It was proposed by Caroline Weir and duly seconded by Nicky Anderson that
Amy Clarke be nominated for the role of Chairperson to SACRE. The Council
AGREED that Amy Clarke would become Chairperson.

It was proposed by Amy Clarke and duly seconded by Nicky Anderson that
Caroline Weir be nominated for the role of Vice - Chairperson to SACRE. The
Council AGREED that Caroline Weir would become Vice- Chairperson.

SAC259 Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 18t June 2024

It was AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 18" June 2024 were
a true record

SAC260 Matters Arising

Mr Cullen introduced Chris Barrass to the Council, who was to take over the
role carried out by Cathyrn Forbes and commented that he believed Chris
would be a valuable Member to the team.

Mr Barrass was welcomed to the Council

SAC261 Draft Annual Report

Mr Barrass presented the Draft Annual Report which had utilised the last
years template and advised that the Chairs comments were still to be added
along with the current GCSE results. Once these had been received the
report would be sent to the Department of Education, therefore requested
Members consideration of the report and if they wished for any
amends/additions to be made then to let him know as soon as possible.

Mr Wood to circulate Mr Barrass’ contact details to the Council.

Ms Weir also suggested that Members inform Mr Barrass of any training that
they had attended for inclusion.

Mr Barrass advised that he had attended the new to SACRE webinar and
found it most useful.

Mr Beck advised that he had also attended the webinar and informed that it
had been recorded if Members could not attend the live session.

With regards to Paragraph 6.2 of the report, Ms Weir advised that there had
been no delegates from Sunderland SACRE who had attended the
NASACRE Conference this year.



It was AGREED for Members to consider the Report and inform Mr Barrass of
any changes they wished to make.

SAC262 Review from Collective Worship Questionnaire

Ms Conway updated the Council on the Collective Worship Questionnaire
circulated, advising that 7 responses had been received from the
questionnaire sent out in July. A further questionnaire was sent out with
another 20 responses received and they were currently looking at those.

In relation to the 7 responses received, Mr Barrass gave a brief summary of
their content. Ms Conway commented that if anyone wished to be part of the
Working Group going forward to get in touch. Mr Beck volunteered to join the
Working Group.

SAC263 Training and Support for School in 2024-25

Mr Barrass provided the Council with an update from the recent conference,
with 41 participants it had been well attended and the feedback had been
really positive. 29 responses had been received from the evaluation with
suggestions for a greater focus to be given to secondary schools; this was
being looked at.

Mr Barrass advised that they had three scheduled network sessions on 20t
November, 4" March and 215t May and he would also be conducting
Governor Training as well as pulling together the Newsletters.

Ms Jackman commented on the Conference, advising that there had been
really good ideas for assessing and these had been so easy to implement
within the school.

Mr Cullen commented that the conference had been well received and started
the year off well so they would continue with this.

Ms Weir queried that as the Bunnyhill Centre had been used as the venue for
the Conference, resulting in savings, what this money would be used for. Mr
Cullen advised that it would be used towards the Network Meetings and had
also enabled greater funding to employ Mr Barrass for three days a week.

In response to Ms Weir's query over what the Teachers had requested for
training as part of the feedback, Mr Barrass informed that suggestions had
included information on arranging school visits from different faiths. Ms Weir
suggested that informing of the RE Hubs would be beneficial for this.

Ms Conway advised that within their school they had set their plan around the
RE Hub



The Chair commented that the RE Hub definitely needed to be highlighted as
there was so much free resource contained within and that the Resource
Centres could also be accessed cheaply by schools and suggested that this
be included in the next Newsletter.

SAC264 Promoting Understanding and Community Cohesion in
Schools: Inter Faith Week 2024 (10-17 November) and
Holocaust Memorial Day 2025 (27" January 2025)

Mr Lapping updated the Council on the Inter faith Forum, advising that plans
were in place to visit schools and if any Schools wished to be included to get
in touch. It was agreed that details of the Forum were to be included in the
Newsletter.

Mr Lapping was to speak with Rev Howson and Mr Wortman with regards to
details of the Holocaust Memorial Day to be included in the Newsletter.

Ms Weir referred to the recent riots that took place over the summer and the
effects they had upon one of the Council Members, Zaf Igbal. As Mr Igbal
could not attend this meeting, she wished for it to be noted that this SACRE
stood firmly with Mr Igbal and the Muslim community and that there was no
place in society for the events that took place.

SAC265 Members Update on Kite Mark Training attended (not in
attendance in the previous meeting)

The Chair enquired if any of those Members that would speak within schools
had been able to attend any of the Kitemark training. Mr Lapping informed
that he had attended and gained the kitemark accreditation and there had
been talk within the Interfaith Forum for more Members to partake.

Ms Weir commented that she would encourage any faith members to partake
in the training.

SAC266 WesthilINASACRE Awards 2025

Ms Weir updated the Council on the Westhill awards and the possibility of
applying for funding towards a particular piece of work, suggesting a piece
around educating on diversity, given recent events within the city/country.

Ms Weir suggested that within the work that the Minster and the Interfaith
Forum did, there was scope there for something which would benefit the
schools. It was worth applying for, but it would come with a working
commitment.

Ms Weir advised that the winners of the awards were announced at the
NASACRE Conference and as historically there had not been many



applicants, there was a good chance of winning, but they did need a clear
plan and costings of what they wanted to do. If anyone was interested in
applying, the recording of the training could be viewed upon the NASACRE
website.

The Chair opened up the meeting for discussion and enquired if Members had
any thoughts for applying.

Councillor Dodds commented that with the troubles experienced in the City
recently it would be good to have the children learn about collective worship.

Mr Beck commented that as Sunderland was an aspirational City a link to
diversity was to be embraced.

Mr Cullen suggested that this was something Mr Barrass could pick up on
within the RE Networks and also informed of the Immersive Classrooms and
how they were looking to develop that process and look to expand around
also.

Ms Weir commented that an anti-racist focus and how they could help
teachers respond to such events in a positive way would be beneficial.

SAC267 Verbal Update — Development Plan Review

Mr Barrass briefed the Council on the changes made to the Development
Plan and requested that the teachers involved in the Collective Workshops
consider the changes relating to that. Mr Barrass agreed to send the changes
to Ms Conway for review.

SCA268 Any Other Business

Mr Wood was to circulate the NASACRE Members log in details to Mr
Lapping

The Chair strongly encouraged new Members to check out the NASACRE
website for the training webinars and to share any details of the courses
attended at the next meeting.

The Chair also suggested that details of the RE Exchange Conference be
highlighted for teachers and that she would provide Mr Wood with these for
circulation.



SCA269 Date and Time of the next meeting

The next meeting of the council would take place on Tuesday 18" March
2024 at the Bunny Hill Centre.

The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

(Signed) Amy Clarke,
Chair



