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COUNCIL        12 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES  
 
REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE 
 
 
1. Introduction and Background 
  
1.1 The purpose of this report is to make appointments to committee positions 

which have become vacant following the death of Councillor Claire Rowntree.  
 

2. Scrutiny Coordinating Committee and Appeals Committee 
 
2.1 There are vacancies for a majority group representative on the Scrutiny 

Coordinating Committee and the Appeals Committee. It is also necessary to 
appoint a Chair of the Scrutiny Coordinating Committee for the remainder of 
the municipal year. 
 

3. North East Combined Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
3.1 Sunderland City Council is required by the North East Combined Authority to 

nominate two representatives and two substitutes from the Labour Group to 
the NECA Overview and Scrutiny Committee. At the current time, Councillor 
Dodds is appointed as member and Councillors Burrell and Usher are 
substitute members of the committee. The Council is required to appoint a 
representative to the vacant position on the committee.  

 
4. Recommendation 
 
4.1 The Council is accordingly invited to approve the following: - 
 

(i) the appointment of a Labour Group member to the Scrutiny 
Coordinating Committee; 
 

(ii) the appointment of the Chair of the Scrutiny Coordinating Committee;  
 
(iii) the appointment of a Labour Group member to the Appeals Committee; 

and 
 
(iv) the appointment of a member to the North East Combined Authority 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
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