
 
 

Questions for Council 
 

12 November 2025 
 

No. Subject From: - 

1 Minimum Wage Cllr Brandon Feeley 

2 Replacement of domestic 
waste and recycling bins 

Cllr Steve Donkin 

3 Friendship Agreement with 
Harbin 

Cllr Anthony Mullen 

4 Domestic Violence 
Epidemic 

Cllr David Newey 

5 Closure of the Glass 
Centre 

Cllr Heather Fagan 

6 Vape Shops Cllr Adele Graham-King 

7 Playzone Cllr Michael Walker 

8 Crown Works Site Cllr Martin Haswell 

9 Culture House Cllr Dominic McDonough 

 



1 

 

 

 

My ref 
 
BF/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Brandon Feeley  Date 05.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Minimum Wage  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Brandon Feeley  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
 
Would the leader like to comment on Nigel Farage’s statement saying minimum wage 
should be cut for young people? 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Brandon Feeley      
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My ref 
 
SD/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Steve Donkin Date 04.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Replacement of domestic waste and recycling bins  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Steve Donkin  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
Can the portfolio holder give a cast iron guarantee to residents that there will be no 
change, watering down or cancellation of the provision for free access to 
replacement domestic waste and recycling bins, pest control and bulky waste 
collection at the upcoming budget, all of which this council was forced to implement 
following Liberal Democrat pressure? 
 
 
 
Councillor Steve Donkin      
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My ref 
 
AM/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Anthony Mullen Date 02.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Friendship Agreement with Harbin  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Antony Mullen  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 

Following the government's refusal to designate China as a security threat and its 
apparent support for the new Chinese super embassy, can the Leader update us on 
progress made towards implementing the terms of the November 2020 motion, which 
was passed unanimously, to review our Friendship Agreement with Harbin and 
subsequently present a report of the review's findings to Council?  

 
 
 
Councillor Antony Mullen      
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My ref 
 
DN/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr David Newey Date 05.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Domestic Violence Epidemic  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor David Newey  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
 
The domestic abuse epidemic in the UK is a national crisis. Nobody should live in 
fear in their own home, but we know that there are many women in Sunderland who 
are victims of domestic abuse. Every year, countless Sunderland residents suffer in 
silence with the impacts reaching far beyond the home. This can’t go on. What is this 
Council doing locally to support the national effort to address violence against women 
and girls? 
 
 
 
Councillor David Newey      
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My ref 
 
HF/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Heather Fagan  Date 04.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Closure of the Glass centre  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Heather Fagan   

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
Can the Chair of Economic Prosperity Scrutiny Committee confirm whether it was 
themselves or an unelected officer who asked for a letter from the University on the 
closure of the Glass Centre despite the request from members of the committee for 
the University to attend in person? 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Heather Fagan     
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My ref 
 
AG-K/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Adele Graham-King Date 02.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Vape Shops  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Adele Graham-King  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 

Vape shops across the city have garish shop fronts and signage, often designed to 
appeal to children, and names that equate vaping with sweets. What plans does the 
Council have to protect children from these predatory practices?  

 
 
 
Councillor Adele Graham-King       
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My ref 
 
MW/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Michael Walker  Date 05.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Playzone   

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Michael Walker   

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
It was great to see the recent launch of the Playzone in Silksworth – can the leader 
tell us what the aims of a Playzone are, how much investment they have brought to 
the area, and whether there are plans to develop these in other parts of the City? 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Michael Walker       
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My ref 
 
MH/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Martin Haswell Date 04.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Crown Works Site  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Martin Haswell   

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 
 
Can the portfolio holder confirm the total cost of the contract with CBRE to promote 
the Crown Works site? 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Martin Haswell      
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My ref 
 
DMcD/SF 

Your ref  
  

 
    

From Cllr Dominic McDonough  Date 02.11.2025 

Title  Ext  

Service  

Subject 
Question for Council – Wednesday 12 November 2025   
Culture House  

  
To Leader of the Council 

Copied to The Mayor 

 Councillor Dominic McDonough  

 Chief Officers’ Group 

 Assistant Director of Law and Governance 

 File 
 
 

As we are due to see the opening of the Culture House in the near future, can the 
Council confirm how day-to-day running costs will be funded in the long term? Will 
this be funded by the taxpayer or by outside funding - and what long term funding 
plan is in place?  

 
 
 
Councillor Dominic McDonough      
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