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1. Why has the report come to the Committee 
 
1.1 To receive a report from Nexus on the review of accessible bus network in 

Sunderland.  
 
1.2 This work should support the Council in achieving its strategic priorities of 

an Attractive and Accessible City by examining the factors constraining the 
growth of use of public transport.  

 
2. Background 
 
2.1 On 16 November 2010, the Committee received details on the consultation 

plan for the review of the accessible bus network currently being conducted 
by NEXUS. This is being undertaken in order to improve the accessibility of 
public transport across the district. As part of this consultation process, it 
was agreed that proposals for the network should be submitted to the 
February meeting of this Committee. 

 
2.2 Mr Bernard Garner (Nexus Director General) will be in attendance to 

present the report.  
 
2.3 Further papers outlining the proposals of Nexus will be circulated to 

members prior to the meeting. 
 
2.4 At the November meeting of the Committee, Nexus provided details of the 

targets for accessibility included in the Bus Strategy for Tyne and Wear. 
The accessible bus network will be designed to help meet these targets. 

 

2.4 The agreed targets for Sunderland are: 

 



 

 
 
3 Current Position - Consultation process 
 
3.1 At the last meeting, it was proposed that the revised network for Sunderland 

be subject to a rigorous consultation process to ensure that the proposed 
network achieves the correct balance between public aspirations and 
available resources. The following consultation process was proposed: 

 

 Step Timescales 

1 Approval of the consultation processes for Sunderland 
by EMT and Council Leader 
EMT requested sign off from Sarah Reed and Deborah 
Lewin  

Presented for 
approval at EMT 
on 22nd September 
2009; sign-off Oct 
2009 

2 Presentation of the consultation plan to Environment 
and Attractive Cities Scrutiny Committee 
 

16th November 
2009 

3 Approval of the consultation processes and invitation to 
engage at Inclusive Communities partnership (3 Nov) 
and Attractive and Inclusive Cities partnership 
 

Meetings to be 
held during 
November  

4 Agreement of communications and consultation 
materials and detailed process by the Leader 

Meeting with the 
Leader in early 
December 

5 Proposed Network for Sunderland available Early January 
2010 

6 Presentation of the Network to the Leader 
Presentation of the Network to the Cabinet 
 

January 2010 
 

7 Network presented to Scrutiny Committee and 
Members, then Area committees 
 

February 2010 

8 Public Consultation commences 
4 public events – one in each regeneration area 

March – May 2010 



5  
9 Presentation of the final network to the Leader 

 
June - July 2010 

10 Presentation of the final network to: 

- Cabinet 

- Environment and Attractive Cities Scrutiny 
Committee 

- Inclusive Communities Partnership 

- Attractive and Inclusive Cities Partnership 

-  

TBC circa July 
2010 

11 Communication with all members on the final network July/September 
2010 

12 Communication with the public on the final network and 
feedback from the consultation process 
 

August/September 
2010 

 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
3.1 Members are asked to consider the evidence received. 
 
4. Background Papers 
 
 Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan 2006/11 
 Sunderland Strategy 
 Bus Services Across the UK – House of Commons Transport Committee 

Papers of the Environmental and Planning Review Committee – November 
2006 
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