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Introduction 
In November 2021, the Environment Act took effect which seeks to protect and enhance our environment for future 
generations.  The Act seeks to halt the decline in species by 2030, strengthen the biodiversity duty and require new 
developments to improve or create habitats for nature. 

In order to help achieve these intended aims, the Act introduces a legal requirement for local authorities to prepare 
Local Nature Recovery Strategies and also introduces mandatory biodiversity net gain to be delivered as part of new 
developments from November 2023. 

Between December 2020 and February 2021, the Council consulted on proposed boundary changes to existing Local 
Wildlife Sites (LWS) and proposed new LWS designations alongside the consultation on the Draft Allocations and 
Designations Plan.  However, following the consultation, these proposed changes have not yet been taken forward 
and formally adopted by the Council. 

Following the establishment of the South of Tyne and Wear Local Nature Recovery partnership by Defra (which 
encompasses Gateshead, South Tyneside and Sunderland), work has now commenced on the preparation of the 
Local Nature Recovery Strategy for the area, which will 

• Map the most valuable existing habitat for nature; 
• Map specific proposals for creating or improving habitat for nature and wider environmental goals; and  
• Agree priorities for nature’s recovery. 

In order to help inform the preparation of the LNRS, it is now proposed that the changes to Local Wildlife Sites within 
the city are formally adopted by the Council. 

This Consultation statement sets out detail of the consultation Sunderland City Council has undertaken on the Local 
Wildlife Site Report and accompanying Local Wildlife Sites Evidence Report, which set out the proposed changes.  
The statement summarises the responses to the consultation and sets out the Council’s response, including where 
any changes have been proposed as a result of the responses received. 

What are the Local Wildlife Site Report and Local Wildlife Sites Evidence Report? 
There are currently 63 designated Local Wildlife Sites in Sunderland, and the purpose of these documents was to 
review the sites in order to support the emerging Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 

The review provided recommendations on currently designated sites, including minor and major boundary reviews, 
and also seeks to designate new sites.  

The Local Wildlife Site Report sets out the proposed changes and the accompanying Local Wildlife Sites Evidence 
Report provides in depth information regarding each site, including maps. 

The changes have been informed by local LWS designation guidance and are supported by the Local Wildlife Sites 
Partnership. 

Consultation on the Local Wildlife Site Report and Local Wildlife Sites Evidence Report 
Consultation on the proposals was undertaken between 18 December 2020 and the 12 February 2021 alongside the 
consultation on the Draft Allocations and Designations Plan. 

The Local Wildlife Site Report and Local Wildlife Sites Evidence Report were made publicly available for comment for 
an 8-week period between 18 December 2020 and 12 February 2021. The documents were made available on the 
Council’s website1 and copies were available to view at Sunderland Civic Centre.  Stakeholders were invited to make 
representations in writing by email or letter. 
   

 
1 Local Wildlife Sites - Sunderland City Council 

https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/article/17761/Local-Wildlife-Sites
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Persons the local planning authority consulted 
The Council wrote to all landowners affected by the proposed designations.  The Council also wrote to all persons on 
the Local Plan Database, this includes statutory consultees, general consultation bodies and those who had 
previously expressed an interest in the Local Plan.  Copies of the correspondence inviting persons to make 
representations on the LWS consultation is included in Appendix 1.  



   
 

A summary of the main issues raised by those persons; and how those issues have been 
addressed where necessary 
 

Consultation Responses 
Name Summary of Representations Council Response  
Simon 
Weightman 

More needs to be done to properly fence off and protect these sites. 
Developers adjacent this wildlife site should provide the means. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  
Management Plans will be prepared to set out the best way to manage 
Local Wildlife Sites. 

Les Howard High Barmston LWS, confirmation from property owner required 
regarding what the designation of the area means in terms of impacts 
of their property. Teal Farm Residents Association have accessed 
funding from Sunderland LA to plant wild roses and trees on that strip 
of land nearest our property. Previous to that the residents association 
also established a nature trail which starts on that area.  

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  The 
proposed LWS boundary does not extend into Mr Howard’s land 
ownership and would not adversely impact upon the nature trail 

Nicola Allen Objection to the designation of the LWS owing to impacts on livery 
business.  

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  It is 
not considered that designation of the site as a LWS would adversely 
impact upon the existing livery business and would not require the 
landowner to manage the land in any specific way 

Andrew Latimer Concerns regarding consultation occurring mid-pandemic and over the 
Christmas period. Residents have expanded the boundaries of their 
properties to include the strip of land not council owned, which is 
proposed to be included in extended LWS.  

The consultation was undertaken in accordance with the Council’s 
Statement of Community Involvement which was updated to reflect 
the impacts of the pandemic and all landowners affected were 
consulted in writing.  The consultation period covered an 8-week 
period rather than the normal 6-week consultation period to reflect the 
timing of the consultation.  The proposed site boundary follows the 
established fence line on the Ordnance Survey baseline map and does 
not include residential gardens. No action required to update the LWS 
report. 
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Gill Pipes (WWT) Support of project, further information required to understand 
potential implications for land the organisation manages and land 
adjacent to the site.  

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report. 

Heather Lyons Further information required on several sites which are proposed for 
extension/new designations within close proximity/ within Highways 
England owned land. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  Details 
of the habitat and species present on these sites is included within the 
published report. 

Tom Hutchinson Additional information required regarding the “Woodland 
management guidance and monitoring notes”. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  
Woodland Management Guidance refers to guidance published by the 
Forestry Commission which is available to view online at Managing and 
maintaining woodlands: overview - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)) 

Dave Hutchinson 
(East Boldon 
Neighbourhood 
Forum) 

The Downhill Meadows Local Wildlife Site is very close to the boundary 
of the East Boldon Neighbourhood Plan area. The Forum supports the 
proposal to enlarge the area of this Local Wildlife Site. The Forum is 
interested in discussing whether the Downhill Meadows Local Wildlife 
Site could be extended north into South Tyneside. Potential inclusion of 
Turners Hill Local Wildlife Site. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report as the 
actions relevant to South Tyneside are outside the scope of the 
Sunderland LWS review. 

Mark Goodwill 
(Highways 
England) 

Additional information requested regarding why the area is proposed 
to become a local wildlife designation site, such as what habitat is 
there and if there are and local BAP or UK BAP species. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report.  The 
LWS Evidence Report sets out detailed information on habitats and 
species present. 

Fiona 
Braithwaite 
(Lichfields) 

Response regarding the Pattinson South Pond Local Wildlife Site, 
supporting the extension of this Local Wildlife Site.  

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report. 

Sarah Smith-
Vosey 
(Environment 
Agency) 

Support for the extensions of Local Wildlife Sites. Recommend the LWS 
is widened to include a suitable buffer from top of bank. In some areas 
this may only be a few metres, but may be more where space allows. 

Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report - 
boundary selection is in accordance with the local LWS guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-and-maintaining-woodlands-overview
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-and-maintaining-woodlands-overview
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Renata Del 
Luongo 

Object to any extension of any sites, which may have an impact on the 
business from the site or which may seek to utilise land within our 
ownership for the proposed extension. 

It is not considered that the proposed extension of the Washington 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Centre LWS will impact any adjacent business 
operation and would not require the landowner to manage the land in 
any specific way.  The proposed boundary would follow the established 
fence line. No action required to update the LWS report.  

Lynne Ebdale Support for the proposed High Wood LWS. Comments noted, no action required to update the LWS report. 

Joanne Metcalfe 
(YoungsRPS) 

Regarding the High Wood Local Wildlife Site, the extension of the 
boundary at the eastern side of the LWS extension includes woodland 
alongside farm access road. Requests that, either the LWS boundary is 
pulled in at point highlighted, or reassurance provided that their access 
route will not be restricted. 

The party in question is proprietor of only part of the land and it is 
confirmed that LWS designation would not prevent access nor 
widening of the track if it were necessary. No action required to update 
the LWS report. 

Tim Wright 
(Local Wildlife 
Partnership) 

Support for the proposals. Further comments detailing how the 
proposals might impact upon the city, and recommendations as to how 
these spaces can be better utilised. 

The submission encourages wider action, which is outside the scope of 
this consultation, therefore no further action is required to update the 
LWS report. 
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Appendix 1 – Letters 
LWS Landowner Consultation Letter  
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Draft Allocations and Designations Plan Consultation Letter  
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