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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CITY SERVICES 
 
REGULATORY COMMITTEE – 1 AUGUST 2011 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1982 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST RECEIVED FROM NORTHUMBRIA 
POLICE IN RESPECT OF STREET TRADING CONSENTS IN A 
DESIGNATED AREA  
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider a request from Northumbria Police to vary the street 

trading consents of those traders authorised to operate in the vicinity of 
the Stadium of Light on the day Sunderland AFC next play Newcastle 
United, 20 August 2011.  

 
2.0 DESCRIPTION OF DECISION (RECOMMENDATION) 
 
2.1 The Committee is recommended to give consideration to the request 

from Northumbria Police to vary the consents to trade in a designated 
area under the terms of Schedule 4 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.   
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Northumbria Police have made the following request: 
 
  ‘For the previous Sunderland v Newcastle fixture on 16th January 
 2011,  there was a street closure, which effectively closed the whole of 
 the Sheepfolds to vehicular traffic. This was put in place at 6am on the 
 morning of the fixture and remained in place until after all of the fans 
 had left the area.  
 
       The Street Traders were given access with their trailers and set up in 
 their usual positions. Pre match the police used Easington Street to    
 convey Newcastle fans, from the Metro station to the stadium. Barriers 
 were used to close the Sheepfolds off to all other pedestrians.   
           Post match the Newcastle fans were held back whilst the Sunderland 
 fans were given the opportunity to leave the area. The police then    
      moved the remaining Sunderland fans from the Sheepfolds area and, 
 once clear, the barriers were used to again create a sterile area to         
           convey the Newcastle fans to their buses and to the Metro station.  
           Feedback received by Northumbria Police, from both Sunderland and 
 Newcastle fans, was that they thought that this tactic used was a           
           success, creating a safe passage for the visiting fans.  
 
         
 
 
 



R:\Licensing\Committee Reports\Regulatory Committee\11.08.01\Part I\Street Traders SOL Derby 2.doc 

The reason Northumbria Police issued a road closure for the 
 Sheepfolds area was to prevent vehicle parking and to allow the 
 free flow of pedestrian traffic. The presence of the burger vans does 
 have a significant impact upon pedestrian movement and this is 
 magnified on 'Derby Day'.  
         
         Having the burger vans in situ, on previous occasions, gave the fans 
 an excuse for not moving on, many stating they were waiting for food.
 This had a significant impact upon the time it took to clear the area.  
 
         Ideally we would like to have no burger vans at all, in The Sheepfolds, 
 on 'Derby Day'. This would be my preferred option and the feedback 
 from many traders, for the fixture held in January, was that it was 
 hardly worth setting up.  
 
         I accept however that they are businesses, who pay for their 
 permission to trade, in their allotted locations. If Committee decided 
 that having no traders, in The Sheepfolds, that day was in conflict with 
 their licence to trade, could a compromise be sought whereby all of the 
 traders pack up when the game commences and leave The Sheepfolds 
 at least 45 minutes before the final whistle’.  
 
3.2 To summarize the above, the Police would prefer that the Council 
 amended the street trading consents issued in respect of locations in 
 the vicinity of the Stadium of Light to prevent trading on the day of the 
 Newcastle United match.  However, should Members not be so 
 minded, the Police request that the relevant consents are amended to 
 cease validity on that day at the time at which the game is scheduled to 
 commence (i.e. 12:00 midday) and that the traders be required to clear 
 the area no later than forty five minutes before the time of the 
 scheduled conclusion of the game (i.e. 1:00 p.m). 
  
4.0 CURRENT POSITION 
 
4.1 There are currently nineteen consents granted to traders to trade from 

various locations in the vicinity of the Stadium of Light on match days.  
A schedule of all such consents is attached as Appendix 1.   

 
5.0 REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 
5.1 Paragraph 7 of Schedule 4 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1982 allows the Council at any time to vary the 
conditions of a street trading consent in order to prevent obstruction of 
the street or danger to persons using it.  

 
6.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 
6.1 None submitted. 
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7.0 RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS  
 
7.1 The Licensing Section has written to all persons currently holding street 

 trading consents in the vicinity of the Stadium of Light advising them on 
 this matter and inviting any comments they may wish to make.   

 
7.2 Two replies have been received, and are attached as Appendix 2 and 

 Appendix 3.  The site referred to as Site C in Appendix 2 is the location 
 at which the licensee is required by his current street trading consent to  

trade when a high profile football game is played at the Sunderland 
 Stadium of Light.  Appendix 3 refers to three separate sites in respect 
 of which street trading consent has been granted. 
 
8.0 GLOSSARY 
 
8.1 No acronyms or abbreviations have been used in this report. 
 
9.0 APPENDICIES 
 
9.1 Appendix 1 – Schedule of Consents. 
9.2 Appendix 2 – Reply from licensee. 
9.3 Appendix 3 – Reply from licensee. 
 
10.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
10.1 None. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 
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