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COUNCIL        8 MARCH 2023 
 
HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE CITY - GARY BENNETT MBE, STEPHANIE DARBY 
MBE, JILL SCOTT MBE 
 
Report of the Chief Executive  
 
 
At its meeting on 16 November 2022 the Council agreed to the conferring of the Honorary 
Freedom of the City upon Gary Bennett MBE, Stephanie Darby MBE and Jill Scott MBE 
and that an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council be convened at which to hold the formal 
ceremony. 
 
The Council is, therefore, formally invited to confer the Honorary Freedom of the City 
upon Gary Bennett MBE, Stephanie Darby MBE and Jill Scott MBE by passing the 
following resolutions; namely:- 
 
(i) that in accordance with the provisions of Section 249 of the Local Government Act 

1972 the Council do confer the Honorary Freedom of the City on Gary Bennett 
MBE, in recognition of the example of commitment and achievement he sets in 
combatting racism in football and as an ambassador for Sunderland and role 
model for young people; 

 
(ii) that in accordance with the provisions of Section 249 of the Local Government Act 

1972 the Council do confer the Honorary Freedom of the City on Stephanie Darby 
MBE, in recognition of the example of commitment and achievement she sets in 
women’s sport and as an ambassador for Sunderland and role model for young 
people; and 

 
(iii) that in accordance with the provisions of Section 249 of the Local Government Act 

1972 the Council do confer the Honorary Freedom of the City on Jill Scott MBE, in 
recognition of the example of commitment and achievement she sets in women’s 
sport and as an ambassador for Sunderland and role model for young people. 
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