Sunderland City Council is a
Standards Authority for 2006/7 due
to its underperformance in
determining Major planning
applications. In May 2006 the
DCLG expressed concern that
Sunderland was unlikely to meet
the required target of 60% for
determining Major applications
within the required 2006/2007
period. Trajectories based upon
historic performance had indicated
a significantly lower performance
than required and as a result
Sunderland City Council was
required to establish its own
trajectory to direct improvements to
meet the target.

it should be noted that the
significant and sustainable
improvements in performance on
both Minor and Other applications
in the last two years means that the
authority is no longer a Standards
Authority for these categories.

oposed Performance Trajectory for
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Work has already begun on
improving Major performance and
since Q2 2005/6, when
performance on Major applications
reached its lowest (the annualised
figure for Majors was 30.6%)
performance has improved
considerably. The number of Major
applications determined within 13
weeks is now above projections
and the annualised figure for Q2 in
2006/7 is 67.2%.

The service is now delivering
above the required target of 60%
within the 2006/7 period and is
delivering a level of performance,
which is above the Standards
Authorities threshold. The
challenge is to sustain and build
upon this level of performance. The
service will achieve this through
delivery of the actions detailed
within the Improvement Strategy.
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Out of date applications have a
negative impact on performance
and it is important to ensure that

applications are determined in time.

The department is currently holding
13 Maijor applications that are out
of time. The majority of cases are
awaiting section 106 legal
agreements, which have been
delayed, predominantly by the
applicants themselves. However,
some are large-scale
developments that require further

23

earance of out of date applications

work to deliver the Council's
agenda of making the city more
attractive and accessible.

To help clear the backlog the
service is employing the use of
“finally disposed of powers” and
has initiated measures o prevent
applications ever reaching that
status. Stricter controls and
reporting measures to committee
for applications, which require
section 106 agreements, have also
been put in place.



Appendix B — Improvem
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